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Public Health Department,

Crown Mansions, 41J, Union Street,

Aberdeen, November^ 1924.

To

The Scottish Board of Health,

AND

The Lord Provost, Magistrates, and

Town Council of the City of Aberdeen.

Gentlemen,

I beg to submit the Annual Pteport of the work done in the Sanitary

Inspector’s Department during the year ended 31st December, 1923. The Eeport

has been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Board.

I have again to express my appreciation of the hearty co-operation and

valuable services rendered by all the Members of the Staff.





COMPLAINTS.

Undernoted is a tabular statement i-egarding the number of complaints received.

all of which were attended to.

Complaints

Received.

No Action

Ncce.s.'iary.

(a) Choked or defective drains and sanitary conveniences 697 117

(6) Dampness ........ 64 11

(c) Want of cleanliness ...... 246 90

(d) Overcrowding .... . . 224 80

(e) Dwellings infested with vermin .... 152 38

(/) Nuisances caused by keeping domestic animals 135 50

(^) Offensive smells ....... 136 66

(A) Accumulations of refuse ..... 182 39

(i) Structural repairs....... . 1,261 30

(j) Other 139 46

Totals, ...... . 3,236 567

DRAINAGE.

During the year the drainage and sanitary arrangements of 56 properties were

examined. In 2 of the properties no defects were found, and the ov/ners of the remaining

54 houses were called upon by the Department to carry out the alterations necessary

in order to put the premises in accordance with modern requirements. In 30 cases, the

work was completed before the end of the year. Five houses, regarding which notices

had been served in the previous year, were also re-drained.

In the accompanying table, the amount of work done in connection with the drainage

of houses is shown.

Defective drains made good, , . , . . .35
Drain properly ventilated, . . . . .11
Additional water-closets fitted, up, . . . . .9
Water-closets fitted up in lieu of privies, .... 4

Defective water-closets replaced, . . . .14
Defective water-closets repaired, . . . .96
Soilpipes of water-closets renewed or repaired, . . .20
Ventilation pipes renewed or repaired, . . . .14
Additional ventilation provided for wastepipes, . . 6

Water-closet cisterns repaired, . . . .167
Cisterns of hot-water circulatioiis repaired, .... 3

Overflow pipes from cisterns repaired, .... 5
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Pulls for cisterns provided, . . . . . .27
Defective flushpipes repaired, . . . . . .91
Basins of water-closets replaced or repaired, . . . .42
Additional water supplies provided for water-closets, . . .13
Additional sinks provided, ...... 4

Additional water supplies provided for sinks,.... 2

Defective sinks replaced or repaired, . . . . .20
New gratings provided for sinks, ..... 2

Water supply pipes repaired, . . . . . .51
Water taps repaired, ....... 10

Defective bath replaced, ...... 1

Waste or rainwater pipes replaced or repaired, . . . 207

Lead trap provided for wastepipe, ..... 1

Culvert repaired, ....... 1

Defective grid traps replaced,...... 9

New gratings provided for grid traps, . . . .48
New gratings provided for fresh air inlets, . . . .10
Traps or fresh air inlets uncovered, ..... 4

Additional eaves gutters and rainwater pipes fitted up, . . 32

Eaves gutters renewed or repaired, . . . . .218
Eaves and valley gutters cleared out, . . . . .37
Nevz gratings provided for sinks, ..... 2

Defective inspection covers renewed, . . . . .36
Choked drains and pipes cleared out,..... 1,288

Choked water-closets cleared out, ..... 209

Attention has again to be drawn to the large numbei of choked drains and w.c.’s

dealt with. The number of choked drains was 1288, as compared with 1046 in the

previous year; while the number of choked w.c.’s was 209, as compared with 158. A
house factor was fined thirty shillings for permitting a choked drain to exist.

It is disappointing to find that the number of choked drains and water-closets has

increased. There is no doubt that a large percentage of such chokages is due to improper

usage on the part of the tenants, and in pursuance of the policy introduced by the Depart-

ment several years ago, letters of warning were sent to all the tenants of those propertie.s

where there was reason to believe that the chokage was due to wilful interference or im-

proper usage. During the year 227 letters were sent. J

In one case, legal proceedings were instituted against a tenant for improperly using

a W.C., and a fine of five shillings, with twenty-six shillings of expenses, was impo.sed.

It is gratifying to be able to report that these specific warnings sent to tenants have

resulted in a diminution in the number of recurring chokages in these particular propeities.

Until, however, tenants realise that it is a duty they owe to their landlords, their neigh-

bours and themselves, to refrain from misusing sanitary conveniences, little progress will

be made in this direction.
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HOUSING.
New Houses.

During the year, no new houses were erected under the Housing Scheme, approved of

by the Town Council on 17th November, 1919. As stated in a previous report, the total

number of houses erected under this Scheme is 156—68 being tliree-roomed and 88 four-

roomed. The plans of 86 additional houses— 48 three- roomed and 38 four-roomed—.have

now been approved by the Board of Health, and these houses are in course of erection.

It will thus be seen that the total number of houses which can be erected in the City

under this Scheme is 242. This number is proportionately much smaller than in any of

the larger burghs in Scotland. It is true that prior to the War there was no scarcity of

houses in the City, and overcrowding which could not be abated was practically unknown.

As will be seen from the table on page 10, the housing shortage became very acute in

1920, and since that date until the end of last year the number of houses in which it was

found impossible to abate overcrowding, totalled 370.

The total number of individual dwellings erected during the year by private enter-

prise was 27, and of these 9 contained four rooms, 2, five rooms, 9, six rooms, 1, seven

rooms, 2, eight rooms, 3, nine rooms, and 1, twelve rooms. No houses of a less size than

four rooms were, therefore, erected. The most clamant demand is, of course, for the

smaller sized house.

Quite recently the Town Council decided to erect, under the Housing, &c., 1923, Act,

20 three-roomed houses, and it is gratifying to be able to report that since that time they

have advertised for offers to provide 500 additional houses.

The marriage-rate of Aberdeen may be taken as a measure of the annual increase in

the number of houses required to meet the needs of the population Since 1920—the year

in which the housing became very acute— the average number of marriages taking place

in the City, in which the male was resident in the City, was 1193. In addition to these

marriages, there has to be taken into consideration all the marriages taking place else

where than Aberdeen, and in connection with wliich the home is to be in Aberdeen.

It is obvious, therefore, that in addition to providing houses to make up for arrears,

allowance requires to be made to meet the natural increase in population.

It is estimated that, with the material and labour available in the City at present, the

maximum number of dwellings which could be erected per annum w’ould not exceed 200,

even although there were no financial difficulties to be encountered. Various forms of

slabs and concrete blocks are now being extensively used, with the result that the diffi-

culty in obtaining skilled labour for building purposes is greatly minimised. The use of

such materials .seems at present to be the only method wffiereby rapidity of construction

can be attained.

Clearance of Slum Areas.

As a preliminary to proceeding with the Scheme for the clearance of slum areas, 48

two-roomed houses are at present in course of erection at Cattofield.
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Overcrowding.

The following table gives particulars as to the number of houses found overcrowded

within the past eight years :

—

1916. 1917. 1918.
*

1919. 1920. 1921. 1922. 1923. Totals.

Houses measured, . 1,640 1,406 711 609 709 742 792 724 7,333

Number found overcrowded. 90 106 99 58 130 167 137 170 957

Number
was

where overcrowding-
abated, 89 98 82 42 66 78 49 41 545

1

Number where excess was not

1

more than ^ adult, 22
!

1

i 32 18 12 16 27 18 24 169

1
Do.

1

do. 1 „ ! 27 41 50 18 53 54 48 49 340

Do. do. U adults,
1

22 17 15 26 36 29 37 196

Do. do. 2 „ 14 11 10 9 17 17 16 26 120

Do. do. 3 3 3 3 7 15 10 12 56

Do. do. 3 0 2 1 2 5 5 7 13 35

Do. do. 34 „ 0 0 1 0 4 7 4 2 18

Do. do. 4 2 0 0 0 1 3 4 1 11

Do. do. 4| „ 0 0 1 0 1 1 1 2 6

Do. do. 5
i

0 0 0 0 0 2 0 2 4

Do. do. 5^ ,,

1

" 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2

It will be observed that in recent years the number of houses where the excess has

been greater than two adults has greatly increased. Thus, the number of such houses in

the last four years was 111, as compared with 21 in the immediately preceding four years.

Undernoted are particulars as to some of the worst cases discovered in 1923 :

—

{ci) In a two-roomed house there were living the father, mother, five sons (aged,

respectively, 19, 17, 15, 8, and ll-12th years), and three daughters (aged,

respectively, 20, 13, and 3 years)—a total of 8^ adults, whereas there was

accommodation in the house for 3 adults only.

All efforts to obtain a larger house have failed, and the house is still over-

crowded to the extent indicated above.

The householder’s employment has been intermittent for a number of years.

Four members of the family are employed. The total earnings coming into this

house range from £4 10s. to £5 per week.

(5) In a two-roomed house there were living the father, mother, four sons (aged,

respectively, 23, 18, 13, and 9 years), and six daughters (aged, respectively, 16,
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15, 11, 7, 4, and 2 years)— a total of 10 adults, whereas there was accommoda-

tion for 5 adults only.

In this case, also, all efforts to obtain a larger house have failed and the

house is still overcrowded to the extent indicated above.

The householder and two daughters are wage-earners, and the total income

is £3 3s. per week.

(<) In a two-roomed house there were living the father, mother, six sons (aged,

respectively, 18, 14, 8, 6, 4, and ll-12th years), and three daughters (aged,

respectively, 13, 3, and 2 years)—a total of 8 adults, whereas there was

accommodation for 3^ adults only.

In this case, also, all efforts to obtain a larger house have failed, and the

house is still overcrowded to the extent indicated above.

The householder and two sons are wage-earners, and the total weekly income

is £4 10s.

(d) In a two-roomed house there were living the father, mother, six daughters (aged,

respectively, 20, 19, 15, 6, 4. and 1^ years), and three sons (aged, respectively,

14, 8, and 7 years)—a total of 8^ adults, whereas there was accommodation for

4 adults only.

In this case arrangements were made to have the daughter, aged 20, boarded

out, so that the excess has been reduced to the extent of 3 adults

The householder has been an invalid for years, and the total weekly income

is £3 Os. 6d.

(e) In four very small rooms there were living the father, mother, six sons (aged,

respectively, 27, 21, 15, 13, 8, and 4 years), and three daughters (aged, respect-

ively, 18, 16, and 12 years)—a total of 10 adults, whereas there was accommo-

dation therein for 6^ adults only.

Two sons have now joined the Army, so that the overcrowding has been

reduced to the extent of 1^ adults.

The total weekly earnings were £5 13s.

(/ ) In a two-roomed house there were living the father, mother, a married daughter

and her three children (aged, respectively, 6, 4, and 1 year), an unmarried

daughter and her child (aged 4 years, and a son, aged 20 years)—a total of 7.

adults, whereas there Avas accommodation for 4 adults only.

The married daughter has been able to get a single room for her family and
herself, so that the excess has now been reduced to the extent of one child.

{(j) In a one-roomed house there Avere living the father, mother, three sons (aged,

respectively, 9, 4, and 3 years, and two daughters, aged, respectively, 11 and

1 years)

—

a total of 5 adults, Avhereas there Avas accommodation therein for 2

adults only.

Arrangements have been made for enabling the elder girl to sleep in a

neighbour’s house, so that the excess has noAV been reduced to 2 adults.

The father’s Aveekly Avage Avas £2 5s.
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(A) In a sub-let room there were living the father, mother, three daughters (aged,

respectively, 20, 18, and 3 years, and one son, aged 12 years)— a total of 5^

adults, whereas there was accommodation for 2^ adults only.

This family has now removed to tlie country.

(f) In a two-roomed house there were living the father, mother, six sons (aged,

respectively, 19, 17, 10, 8, 7, and 3 years, and a daughter, aged 3 years; as

also a married couple with one child)—a total of 9^ adults, wlieroas there was

accommodation therein for 6^ adults only.

The lodgers have been able to find accommodation elsewhere, so that the

excess in this case has been reduced to 1 child.

(J) In a two-roomed house there were living the mother, four sons (aged, respectively,

22, 20, 19, and 14 years
;

as also a married daughter with two young children)

—

a total of 7 adults, whereas there was accommodation therein for 4 adults only.

The overcrowding in this case has been abated by the married daughter and

her two children finding accommodation elsewhere, and by a son now being

employed in the country.

ik) In a three-roomed house there were living the father, mother, six daughters (aged,

respectively, 20, 19, 17, 15, 10, and 8 years, and four sons, aged, respectively,

13, 7, 4, and 2 years)—a total of 10 adults, whereas there was accommodation

for 7^ adults only.

The eldest daughter is now married and has obtained a house of her own,

and the youngest child has died, so that the excess has been reduced to the extent

of 1 adult.

(/) In a two-roomed house there were living the father, mother, four sons (aged,

respectively, 9, 6, 1^, and 1-1 2th years, and two daughters, aged, respectively, 1

1

and 4 years
;
as also a male lodger)—a total of <1-^ adults, whereas there was

accommodation for 4 adults only.

Accommodation was found elsewhere for the lodger, and the husband has

now gone to Canada, so that the excess has been reduced to the extent of 1 child.

(m) In a one-roomed apartment seven French onion sellers were found living and there

was accommodation for 4 adults only.

In this case the overcrowding was abated by the converting of a second

apartment into a sleeping place.

In several of the worst cases of overcrowding dealt with in the previous two years, it

has been found impossible to abate the overcrowding. Apart from the difficulty whicli

the householder with a large family tinds^in being able to pay rent for the accommoda-

tion required, there is an undoubted reluctance on the part of proprietors and factors to

let houses to large families. Then again, the man who is wholly or intermittently mi-_
|

employed is severely handicapped in his task of endeavouring to obtain a larger house. I

During the summer season it was found that a number of householders, particularly

in the vicinity of the Beach, were providing accommodation for lodgers. In order to

provide these householders with information as to the accommodation in their houses, 349
1

houses were visited, and in 24 cases notices were served upon the occupants as regards il



overcrowding. As the overcrowding in these houses was of a temporary nature, these

figures are not included in the table for overcrowding.

Structnrcil Defects and Want of Repair.

As has been the practice for a number of years, a complete sanitary survey is made

of all houses in which a case of tuberculosis has occurred, or to which a person suffering

from that disease has removed.

During the past year the number of such surveys was 395.

All structural defects and want of repair found in these houses were dealt with.

Special attention was paid to the proper ventilation of the sleeping apartments and to

their freedom from dampness.

d'he number of complaints received regarding structural defects and want of rejtair

was 1,261, but the Inspectors in the course of the systematic inspection of their district,

paid particular attention to these conditions.

As has been stated in previous reports, a large amount of work has been done by the

Department in past years in order to secure that the windows of all sleeping apartments

can be easily opened tor purposes of ventilation. The result has been that there are now

comparatively few windows which do not comply with the.se requirements, so that during

the past year only 26 sleeping apartments required to be dealt with. In six cases it \vas

found that unsuitable apartments were being used for sleeping purposes, and after notices

had been served upon the occupants, the apartments ceased to be used for that purpose.

In si.x sleeping apartments enclosed beds were opened up.

As can readily be understood, dampness is a frequent source of complaint in the older

type of dwellings, and in this connection 251 dwellings were dealt with. In 107 properties

the roof coverings were repaired
;
in 56, the window rybats repointed ; in 30, the external

walls were ireharled or otherwise repaired; and in 58, other re’^iedial measures were

carried out.

In the inspection of houses, careful attention is paid to any w^ant of repair. During

the past year, the floors of 63 dwelling apartments were repaired, as were also the floors

of 300 lobbies and stair landings (including stair steps). In 201 dwelling apartments,

639 lobbies and staircases, 282 Avater-closets, 170 wash houses, and 41 pends, the plaster

on the walls and ceilings was repaired. The woodwork around sinks was renewed or

repaired in 146 houses, 45 defective chimneys and 60 grates or fireplaces were repaired
;

while the doors of dwelling apartments were renewed or repaired in 191 cases.

Generally speaking it was found that the proprietors were prone to allow wash-houses,

w.c.’s, and cellars, to fall into a state of disrepair. Particulars as to the work done in

this connection will be found on pages 17 and 18. The amount of repairs required in

the.se pertinents of dwelling-houses was considerably greater than usual.

I have again to draw attention to the fact that a considerable amount of the want of

i-epair in a number of houses is due to carelessness or malicious mischief on the part of

.someone. During the year, 801 windows or rooflights were reglazed at the instance of

the Department. This number is considerably greater than in the previous year, when
the number was 594. In a great many ca.ses it is impo.ssible to discover the culprits. It

is common knowledge that frequently the damage is not caused by the tenants or their

families, but is the result of malicious mischief on the part of young persons in the district.
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In other cases, however, the damage is undoubtedly caused by the tenants or their families.

Children, through want of a suitable playground, are allowed to play in the lobbies and

staircases, with the result that staircase windows are frequently broken and the paper torn.

In 6b9 houses the plaster on the walls and ceilings of lobbies and staircases required to

be repaired. It is particularly aggravating to a proprietor to find tiiat, after being put

to considerable expense in re-decorating the lobbies and staircases, the walls are scratched

or the plaster damaged by the use of some sharp instrument like a knife. In 33 cases, I

was so satisfied that the damage was caused by acts of malicious mischief that I con-

sidered it my duty to write the tenants on the subject.

Paving of Back Courts and Passages.

There are now comparatively few properties in the City Avhere the back courts are

not paved or otherwise suitably surfaced. There is, however, a large number of houses

where the passages leading to the outhouses have never been paved, and have been allowed

to get into an unsatisfactory condition. During the year, a systemaiic inspection was

made of the back courts and passages in tenement houses, and 30 courts and 146 passages

were paved, while 87 courts and 84 passages were repaired. The paving of these courts

and passages adds greatly to the comfort of the tenants.

Pepairing of Private Lanes.

A systematic inspection was also made of all the private lanes in the City. In past

years these lanes were frequently used by jobbing gardeners and others as a place of

deposit for garden rubbish. There is nowadays, however, little cause for complaint in

this connection.

These lanes are invariably used by coal carts when delivering coal. Within recent

years the ordinary hurse lorry has been substituted by a motor lorry, with the result that

some of the lanes were little better than quagmires. Ten of these lanes were dealt with.

Five Avere found to be so unsatisfactory that the surfaces required to be macadamised,

and an adequate number of gullies provided for drainage purpo.ses. In the remaining

five cases, the surfaces were thoroughly repaired. The number of proprietors involved

in the repairing of these lanes was so large that the negotiations took some considerable

time. As a general rule, hoAvevei’, the practice followed was for one of the proprietors

interested to call a meeting of all parties concerned. A sub -committee was then appointed

who issued a specification to contractors, each owner paying his share of the cost in pro-

portion to his frontage.

Verminous Persons and Houses.

Under the agreement between the Education Authority and the Town Council for

dealing Avith verminous persons and houses, 78 families, comprising 471 persons were

removed to the Cleansing Station for treatment. In the previous year the numbers Avere,

respectively, 80 and 480.

In addition to the foregoing, 52 persons suffering from scabies and 73 verminous

persons Avere treated^at the Cleansing Station. These persons belonged to households

in Avhich there Avere no school children, and, therefore, did not fall to be dealt Avith under

the agreement Avith the Education Authority.
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The number of bug-infested houses dealt with during the year was 45. This number

is considerably less than in either of the two preceding years, when the numbers were 81

and 154, respectively. As stated in previous reports, it is the practice of the Department

to serve notices under Section 40 of the Public Health (Scotland) Act, 1897, on both owner

and occupier in all such cases. Along with the notice to the owner is enclosed a letter

informing him that if all the paper is removed from the walls and the skirtings and door

;

facings stripped, the Department is prepared to fumigate thoroughly with sulphur all the

I

infested rooms. It is also made a condition that after fumigation all broken plaster should

i
be properly repaired, the woodwork washed with a disinfectant solution which is supplied

gratuitously, and the walls distempered in place of being repapered. T'he occupier is also

informed that if he is prepared to treat all the furniture and furnishings in a similar

manner, the Department would supply the necessary disinfectant, and would also remove

for steam disinfection all articles of clothing and bedding which could not be boiled.

No difficulty has been experienced in getting either owner or occupier to coinidy

with these directions. This method of dealing with bug-infested houses continues to give

very satisfactory results.

Filthy Houses.

During the year, the floors of 105 dwelling apartments, the articles of furniture in

113 apartments, and 116 sets of bed and body clothing were cleaned by the occupants

after notices had been served upon them.

There is a considerable number of houses whichTequire to be re-visited frequently in

order to ensure that a satisfactory standard of cleanliness is being maintained. Legal

proceedings had to be instituted against one householder who, despite repeated warnings,

!i failed to keep his house in a cleanly condition. He was accordingly charged with failing

, to keep clean the floors of two of the apartments and the lobby connected therewith. He
was further charged with permitting a pailful of human filth to remain in one of the

dwelling apartments. Accused, who is a widower, with three of a family, pled guilty and

was fined fifteen shillings. Immediately after the conviction he vacated the house and

obtained furnished lodgings.

I have again to record the great assistance received from the Parish Council who

are ready at all times to admit into their hospital tho.se of the aged and infirm poor

who are no longer able to look after themselves or iheir Homes. Immediately after the

removal of such cases to hospital, the houses, bedding and clothing are disinfected by this

Department.

demising of Walls and Ceilings of Dioelling Apay'tments, Lobbies, Staircases, W.C.’s,

Wash houses, <Lc.

During the year, the walls and ceilings of 134 dwelling apartments were distempered

or repapered. In the previous year the number was 158.

The walls and ceilings of 1,374 lobbies and staircases, 348 passages or pends, 3,215

water-closets, 1,702 wash-houses, and 31 drying lofts were whitewashed or otherwise

cleaned. In the previous year, 2,043 lobbies and staircases, 438 passages or pends, 3,601

water-closets, 1,655 wash-houses, and 31 drying lofts were similarly cleansed.
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As in tlie previous year, it was not found necessary to take proceedings against any

proprietor for failure to comply with these requirements.

JTani of Cleanliness of JV.C.’s, Lobbies^ Staircases, Back Courts, and other Parts of

Premises used in Common.

Daring the year, notices were served upon 225 sets of tenants, embracing 1,281

individual tenants, regarding their failure to clean the parts of the premises used in

common by them. Legal proceedings were instituted in two cases, and in each case

convictions were obtained against one or other of the tenants.

Accumulations of Ashes, F'ilth, and other Rubbish.

The number of accumulations of ashes, tilth, and other rubbish removed was 274, as

compared with 281 in the previous year and 287 in 1921.

Letters of warning were sent to 180 householders legarding the throwing of refuse

from the windows of dwelling-houses on to back courts or on to ground or out-houses

connected with adjoining properties.

Accumulations, of ashes, filth, and other rubbish removed, . . 274

Acciimulations of stagnant water removed, . . , .43
Cesspools cleaned out, ...... 3

Cesspool closed up, . . . . . . . 1

Privies provided with pails, ...... 2

Privies repaired or renewed,...... 4

Accumulations of manure removed, . . . . .18
Manure pit provided, ...... 1

Courts paved, ....... 30

Passages paved, . . . . . . .146
Bleachgreens re-surfaced, . . . . . .12
Courts repaired, . . . . .

•
. .87

Passages repaired, . . . . . . ,84
I^anes repaired, . . . . . . .10
Unsuitable apartments disused as sleeping apartments, . . 6

Overcrowding abated, . . . . . .41
Enclosed beds opened uj), ...... 6

Improved window ventilation for dwelling apartments, . . 26

Broken sashcords renewed, . . . . . .126
Broken quadrants renewed or repaired, . . . .34
Sash fasteners repaired or renewed, . . . .16
Windows of dwelling apartments reglazed or repaired, . . 229

Koof-lights of dwelling apartments reglazed or repaired, . . 14

Windows or root-lights of lobbies or staircases reglazed or repaired, 163

Windows or roof-lights of drying lofts reglazed or repaired, . 2

Windows or roof-lights of water-closets reglazed, . . .182
Windows or roof-lights of wash-houses reglazed,

, . .211
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Additional ventilation provided for staircases, . . .69
Additional ventilation provided for' water-closets, ... 9

Additional ventilation provided for wash-houses, ... 5

Walls of dwelling-houses repaired, . . . . .14
Walls of dwelling-houses reharled or repointed, . . .16
Window rybats repointed, . . . . . .56
Damp dwelling-ho'uses remedied, . . . . .58
Roof coverings of dwelling-houses repaired, . . . .107
Plaster on walls and ceilings of dwelling-houses repaired, . . 201

Plaster on walls and ceilings of loibbies and staircases repaired, . 639

Plaster on walls and ceilings of pends and passages repaired, . 44

Plaster on walls and ceilings of water-closets repaired, . . 282

Plaster on walls and ceiling of bathroom repaired, ... 1

Plaster on walls and ceiling of drying-loft repaired,... 1

Plaster on walls and ceilings of wash-houses repaired, . . 170

Walls and ceilings of dwelling apartments whitewashed or repapered, 134

AValls and ceilings of lobbies and staircases whitewashed or other-

wise cleaned, . . . . . . .1,374

Walls and ceilings of passages whitewashed,.... 300

Walls and ceilings of piivate pends limewashed, . . .48
Walls and ceilings of bathrooms whitewashed, repapered, or other-

wise cleaned, ....... 7

Walls and ceilings of water-closets whitewashed, . . .3,215

Walls and ceilings of privies cleaned, .... 7

Walls and ceilings of urinals cleaned, .... 2

Walls and ceilings of wash-houses whitewashed, . . .1,702

Walls and ceilings of drying lofts v/hitewashed, . . .31
Floors of dwelling apartments repaired, . . . .63
Floors of lobbies, landings, and stairsteps repaired, . . . 300

Floor of drying loft repaired, . . . . . 1

Wash-houses re})aired

—

Roofs, ........ 93

Walls, . . . . . . . .17
Floors, ........ 88

Doors, ........ 43

Tubs, ........ 55

Gantries for tubs repaired or renewed, .... 8

Brickwork of boilers, . . . . . .110
F urnaces, ....... 42

Boilers repaired or renewed, . . . . ,29
Boiler lids repaired or renewed, . . . . .20
Flues, . . . . . . . .29
Windows, ....... 49
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Water-closet apartments repaired

—

Roofs, ........ 95

Walls, . . . . . . . .47
Floors, ........ 22

Doors, . . . . . . . .91
Seats, ........ 155

Windows, . . . . . . .37
Cellars repaired

—

Roofs, . . . . . . . .128
Walls, ........ 59

Floor, ........ 1

Doors, ........ 80

Locks, . . . . . . . .14
Windows, ....... 3

Locks for water-closet apartments provided or repaired, . . 80

Water-closet apartment opened np, ..... 1

Woodwork around sinks renewed or repaired, . . . 146

Defective cliimneys repaired, . . . . .45
Grates and fire-places repaired, . . . . .60
Doors of dwelling-liouses rejDaired or provided, . . .83
Door furniture renewed or repaired, . . . . .108
Mantel shelves repaired, ...... 8

Woodwork of cupboards repaired, ..... 4

Window blinds repaired or renewed,..... 3

Stair handrails or balustrades repaired, . . . .54
Linoleum coverings of lobbies, stairsteps, &c., repaired or renewed, 52

Grating over window area repaired, ..... 1

Clothes poles renewed or repaired, ..... 2

Boundary walls repaired, . . . . . .16
Palings repaired, ....... 83

Lanes cleaned, . . . . . . .3
Back courts and areas cleaned, . . . . .69
Passages cleaned, ....... 44

Entrance lobbies, stairsteps, and landings cleaned, . . .97
Floors, seats, and basins of water-closets cleaned, . . .195
Floor of bathroom cleaned, ...... 1

Floors of wash-houses cleaned, . . . . .22
Floors of diying lofts cleaned, . . . . .28
Sinks cleaned, ....... 3

Wash-tub cleaned, ....... 1

Bath cleaned, ....... 1

Floors of dwelling apartments cleaned, .... 105

Dwelling apartments in which articles of furniture were cleaned, . 113

Sets of bed and body clothing cleaned, . . . ,116
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Nuisances cansed by doinestio animals abated, . . .73
Offensive sinells in dwelling apartments abated, . . .47
Houses cleared of bugs, . . . . . .45
Prevention of smoke

—

(a) Factories, &c.—
No. of observations made, . . . . .613
No. of cases where notices were served or warnings given, . 35

(b) Steam Wagons^

—

No. of observations made, ..... 1,583

No. of cases where warnings were given, . . .53

INCREASE OF RENT AND MORTGAGE INTEREST (RESTRICTION)
ACTS, 1920 AND 1923.

The Rent and Mortgage Interest (Restifction) Act, 1923, which came into operation

on 31st July, enacts that the Act shall continue in force until the twenty-fourth day of

June, 1925. The procedure regarding the issue of certificates by the Sanitary Authority

has been amended, and Section 5 (1) of the 1923 Act provides that “where the tenant of

a dwelling-house to which the Principal Act applies, has obtained from the Sanitary

Authority a certificate that the house is not in a reasonable state of repair, and lias served

a copy of the certificate upon the landlord, it shall be a good defence to any claim against

the tenant for the payment of any increase of rent permitted under paragraph (c) or para-

graph (d) of Sub-section 1 of Section 2 of the Principal Act in respect of any subsequent

rental period that the house was not in a reasonable state of repair during that period

and in any proceedings against the tenant for the enforcement of such claim, the produc-

tion of the said certificate shall be sufficient evidence that the house was and continues to

he in the condition therein mentioned unless the contrary is proved.”

Under Section 13 (1) the County Court may, on the application of a sitting tenant,

and if satisfied by the production of a certificate of the Sanitary Authority, order that

the rent shall be reduced until the Court is satisfied that the necessary repairs have

been executed, and .«;ubject to the terms of the order the rent shall be payable at such

reduced rate as may be specified therein until the Court is so satisfied.

I'he Amending Act also provides that the certificate which may be granted by the

Sanitary Authority must specify what works (if any) require to be executed in order to

put the dwelling-house into a reasonable state of repair.

During the year, only two applications for certificates were received, and, in one case,

a certificate was granted. In the remaining case, the necessary work was carried out

prior to tiie application being reported on to the Committee.

In addition to the two formal applications, 33 complaints were received from tenants

regarding the condition of their houses, and in lodging the complaints, specific reference

was made to the provisions of the above-mentioned Acts.

All these complaints were found to be justified. Notices were accordingly served upon

the owners calling upon them to execute the necessary repairs, and, along with the notice

was sent a letter pointing out the provisions of the Rent Restrictions Acts. These notices
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vvere complied with without undue delay, and this accounts for the small number of formal

applications received.

As stated in a previous report, these Acts have been the means of getting a consider-

able amount of repairs carried out in properties.

SMOKE ABATEMENT.

A coiisidetable amount of work was done during the year in connection with the

prevention of smoke. Practically all the factory chimneys in the City were kept

under observation, and altogether 351 observations were made. Of these observa-

tions 211 were of an hour’s duration, and in the remaining cases, the period ranged

from fifteen to fifty-five minutes. In 16 cases “Intimations of Nuisance ” under the

Public Health (iScotland) Act, 1897, were served upon the proprietors, and in 19

cases where “Intimations” had previously been served, letters were sent pointing

out that the amount of smoke being discharged from the chimneys was still

excessive.

During the year 1922, “Johnson’s Patent Sinoke Consumer” had been fitted

to two ranges of boilers, and during the jiast year, this apjDaratus has been fitted

to five ranges of boilers. Within recent years this “Consumer” has been fitted to

a large number of boilers in various parts of the country, and appears to have given

general satisfaction. Our experience in Aberdeen has been that if the apparatus

is properly used the amount of smoke emitted is reduced to a minimum.

In several of the other factories dealt with, alterations have been made in the

furnace bars with the result that an improvement has been effected. In other cases

considerable attention has been devoted by members of firms and their staffs to the

methcds of firing and the nature of fuel. In order to assist in this, 262 observations

each of five minutes’ duration—were made, and the results communicated to the

fi.rms concerned. There is no doubt that careful methods tend to reduce the

emission of smoke, as does also the quality of the coal used. The difficulty about

the latter, however, is that even although the coal is obtained from the same

merchant, the quality varies so much from time to time that, unless some means

of consuming the smoke is adopted, it is impossible to prevent the excessive emission

of smoke.

During the year, the Electricity Department coupled up five new consumers

whose pie lit has been changed over from steam driving. I am informed by the

Electrical Engineer that these consumers would have burned approximately 3,000

tons of ccal in the course of a year, whereas the coal burned at the electricity works

to supply them would be at least 25 per cent, less, and it would be burned under

better conditions for smokelessness.

The Electricity Department has assisted rmoke prevention on the domestic side

by encouraging the use of electric heaters and cooker's. Altogether there are now

on hire 4,250 of these articles, of which 2,050 are electric fires. The units sold last

year for heating and cooking represent, probably, 4,000 tons of coal burned in

ordiuary house grates.
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StieaiH wagoiis UaveJliiig within the. City are frequently the canse of excessive

emissions of smoke. The nnmber of such wagons kept under observation during

the year was 1,583, and in 53 cases it was necessary to communicate with the

owners of the wagons pointing out i;o them that the amount of smoke was excessive,

and that it was essential tliat steps should be taken to have the amount of smoke

reduced to leasonable limits. In the majority of cases considerable improvement has

been dfected, and, so far, it has not been found necessary to iiistitute legal pro-

ceedings against otlenders. It ought, however, to be clearly understood by the

drivers of all steam wagoais that, if the offence recurs, legal proceedings will

require to ho instituted.

The railway stations were visited from time to time and the Managers of the

Companies concerned communicated with regarding excessive emissions of smoke

from certain engines. The Managers issued instructions to all their drivers, and it

is hoped that the imprcveiment. effected thereby will be permanent.

OFFENSIVE TRADES.
Sl(in<jh ter-h ou.^ea.

\t the end of 1923, there were live slaughterhouses in the City, containing 33

slaughter-booths, being the same numbers as in the prece-ling year.

The premises are kept in good repair and in a cleanly condinon.

It was not found necessary to institute legal proceedings against any person for a

contravention of the Bye-laws.

Other Offensive Trades.

At the end of the year there were 2G fii-ms in the City who carry on one or more

of the businesses set forth in the Public Health Act as coming within the definition of

offensive trades.

The following U a list of the offensive businesses carried on :

—

Bone Boilers

Tallow Melters .

j

Skinners or Hide Factors

Knackers .

Tanner

I

F'ish Oil Hannfacturei's

I

Manure Manufactnreis

6 Fish Meal Mannfacturer . . 1

13 Tripe Boiler’s .... 3

5 Gut or Tripe Cleaners . 4

2 Blood Boilers .... 3

1 Soap Boiler . . . . 1

3 Manufacturer of Albuminoid

5 Substances from Fish . 1

Total, 48.

During the year, six applications were received for sanction to estal)lish one or other

of the offensive businesses enumerated in the Act.

Endernoted are particulars as to these applications :

—

(1) To enlarge the premi.ses in which the business of superphosphate manure manii-

facluriiig is carried on.

(2) To remove the bu.siness of tripe cleaning from one part of a slanghtei'-house to

another part of the same premises.
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(3) To establish the business of the manufacture of fish oils (including cod liver oil)

in premjses to be erected in North Esplanade East. The applicants had for a

number of years manufactured cod liver oil in other premises which they pro-

posed to vacate.

These three applications were granted subject to the usual condition that the

applicants undertook to cease carrying on the business in the event of its being so conducted

as, in the opinion of the Town Council, to cause a nuisance.

(4) To establish the business of the manufacture of fish meal in premises to be erected

at Point Law.

(5) To establish the business of the manufacture of fish meal in premises to be erected

at Crombie Place.

(6) To establish the business of the manufacture of fish meal in existing premises

at Poynernook Road.

None of the three applications relating to the establishment of fish meal factories was

granted by the Town Council. One of the applicants has appealed to the Board of Health,

and the appeal is at present under the consideration of the Board.

All the premises in which offensive trades are carried on are visited frequently, some

of them daily, and the total number of inspections, exclusive of slaughterhouse, was 2475.

As in the previous year, several complaints were received regarding offensive smells

from premises situated in the centre of the City, where the businesses of hide factoring,

gut cleaning, tallow melting, and bone boiling are carried on. These premises were visited

at least once daily throughout the year, and on two occasions the firm was communicated

with regarding the nuisance Following upon an interview with the Medical Officer of

Health and myself, the fi-in undertook to endeavour to secure premises in a more suitable

site at the earliest opportunity. Quite recently, the firm obtained the sanction of the

Aberdeen District Committee to establish the business on a site remote from dwelling-

houses, and it is expected that possession of the new premises will be obtained in the near

future.

Complaints were also received regarding smells from a fish guano manufactory, from

premises where the manufacture of fish oil is carried on, and from a knackery. On

investigation it was found that there were good grounds for these complaints, and the

proprietors of the businesses were immediately communicated with. As the result of these

communications, there was no further cause for complaint in connection with any of the

aforementioned works during the year under review.

The offensive smells from none of these works travelled very far, the distances

ranging from 100 to about 1,000 yards. The smells are, however, very disagreeable to

those residing or working in the immediate vicinity.

It has again to be recorded that, duidug the month of July, distinctly offensive smells

emanating from the Cove Manure Factory were noticeable in various parts of the City.

As this factory is situated at a distance of about four miles from the City, it is obvious

that the best practicable means are not being adopted to prevent the escape of offensive

effluvia. As there has been a frequent recurrence of these smells during the current year,

the matter will be more fully dealt with in a subsequent rejDort.
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The fish meal factory in Palmerston Road was visited daily In addition, several

visits were made daily to various places in the immediate vicinity in order to ascertain

whether any offensive smell was noticeable.

As stated in a previous report, this factory was started without the consent of the

Town Council, and prior to the Offensive Trades Section of the Public Health Act, as

applicable in Aberdeen, being amended in 1918 so as to include the manufacture of fish

meal. For a number of years after its inauguration, the factory was the subject of frequent

and justifiable complaints regarding offensive effluv ia emanating from it. As the result of

the warnings given that prosecution would follow unless the nuisance was abated, several

improvements were made both in connection with the apparatus and in the general conduct

of the business, the use of fresh offal only being especially insisted upon. The Depart-

ment continued to urge that only fresh offal should be used, and the number of complaints

rapidly diminished. This reduction of nuisance has been especially noticeable since 1919.

On only one occasion during the past three years has evidence been obtained that a

smell of fish, attributable to this factory, has been detected at a distance of 300 yards fioin

the factory. On no single occasion has any smell been detected beyond this distance.

PIG-STYES.

At the end of 1923, thene were 75 pig-styes on the register, 16 of these having

been licensed under the “Additional Bye-laws ” made by the Town Council in 1916.

To these, 401 visits were made in the course of the year in order to ensure that

they were being kept in conformity with the Bye-laws.

Within recent years the use of wooden beds had become very common, with

the result that it was found impossible to have the floors of the styes kept properly

clean. Letters were accordingly sent to the occupiers of all styes where wooden beds

were in use, calling upon them to cease using wooden beds. An exception was,

however, made as regards the use of such beds for farrowing sows and for very

young pigs.

The undernoted requirements were given effect to:—
Walls and ceilings of pig-styes limewashed, .... 342

Walls and ceilings of boiling-house limewashed, . . .27
Additional ventilation provided for pigstyes,.... 5

Walls of pig-styes repaired, . . . . . .11
Roofs of pig-styes repaired, . . . . . ..22
Floors of pig-styes repaired, . . . . . .70
Doors of pig-styes repaired, ...... 4

Floors of boiling-houses repaired, ..... 2

Partition walls repaired, . . . . • .44
Fence repaired, ....... 1

Boiling-houses repaired, ...... 7

Courtyards repaired, ....... 4

Passages repaired, ....... 3

Manure pits repaired,....... 4
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Feeding troughs repaired or renewed,..... 200

Wooden beds removed, . . . . . .99
Floors of pigstyes cleaned, . . . . . .33
Floors of boiling-houses cleaned, .... 3

Feeding troughs cleaned, . . . . . .10
Courtyards cleaned, ....... 22

Passages cleaned, ....... 5

Impi'oved means of drainage provided, .... 2

Cesspool cover renswed, ...... 1

Cesspools emptied, . . . . . . .18
Accumulations of manure removed, . . . . .17
Windows and rcof-lighls leglazsd, . . . . .10
Additional bedding provided,...... 2

Choked drains cleared out, ...... 2

Ditches cleaned, ....... 2

WORKSHOPS (excluding BAKEHOUSES).

The number of workshops (excluding bakehouses) on the register at the end of 1922

was 775. During the year, there were 42 added, 44 closed and 10 converted into factories

by the introduction of motive power. The number, therefore, at the end of 1923 was

763.

There were 3,065 visits made to factories, workshops, and outworker’s dwelling-houses,

and 265 notices were issued with reference to sanitary requirements in connection with

these premises. The notices dealt chiefly with the limewashiug or cleaning of the walls

and ceilings of workshops and w.c. apartments, the cleaning of floors, seals and hasins of

w.c.’s, the removal of accumulations of rubbish or manure, and the clearing out of choked

drains and pipes.

One notice was received under Section 5 of the Factory and Workshops Act, 1901,

which provides that the Factory Inspector should give intimation to the Local Authority

of any sanitary defect in a factory or workshop remediable under the Public Health Act.

The notice dealt wuth the need of having the premises limewashed.

One notice was also received under Section 9 of the Act and the Sanitary Accom-

modation Order, 1903. d'his notice dealt with the want of suflicient w.c. accommodation.

The duty of enforcing notices under this Section of the Act rests with the Factory

Department, but the Local Authority are notified in order that they may have the

opportunity of enforcing, at the same time, any additional conditions uiuiei- the Public

Health Act which they think desirable.

Fourteen notices of Occupation were also received from the Factory Inspector.

As required by Section 107 of the Act, the occupieis of all factories or workshops

employing outworkers sent lists of these to the Depart ment twice during the year. Alto-

gether 26 lists were received, embracing 168 outAvoikers. 4'he homes of all the local

outworkers \vere visited, and the names and addresses of all those resident outwith the City

were sent to the officials of the districts in which they reside



Inspection of Plans.

The plans of 22 premises were, at the request of the Plans Committee, reported on by

I
the Medical Officer of Health and myself, and recommendations made and agreed to.

Ten of these plans were in connection with fishcuring premises. Of the remaining

plans, two were confectionery factories, two auction marts, a rag flock factory, a slaughter-

house, a fruit warehouse, a bakehouse, a tea-room, a dairy, a picture house and a milliner’s

[

workshop.

The recommendations chiefly referred to the lighting and ventilation of the premises,

drainage and the provision of adequate lavatory accommodation, and the size and situation

i of dung pits.

A plan of proposed new kilns was not approved of on account of the proximity to

dwelling-houses.

The accompanying table gives a detailed account of the work done during the year,

and in Appendix III is given a list of the workshops as at 31st December 1923.

On register at beginning of year, ....
Added during year, ......
Closed during year, ......
Convex ted into factories, .....
On register at end of year, .....
Number of visits paid,

Walls and ceilings of workshops limewaslied or otherwise cleaned.

Walls and ceilings of water-closets limewashed or otherwise cleaned.

Staircase or passage limewashed, ....
Basins of water-closets cleaned, ....
Floors of water-closets cleaned.

Seats of water-closets cleaned,.....
Floors of workshops cleaned, .....
Floors of staircases or passages cleaned.

Plaster on walls and ceilings of workshops repaired, .

Plaster on walls and ceilings of water-closets repaired.

Seats of water-closets repaired or renewed.

Doors of water-closets repaired, ....
Defective water-closets repaired, ....
Sink repaired,.......
Courtyards repaired, ......
Choked drains or pipes cleared out, ....
Additional water-closet accommodation provided,

Windows cleaned, ......
Additional privy provided, .....
Sashcords renewed, ......
Additional means of ventilation provided.

Means provided for conveying gas fumes into chimneys

Floors of workshops repaired,.....

775

42

44

10

763

3,065

48

19

1

48

34

17

4

3

6

2

7

2

4

1

4

19

5

3

1

3

2

5

2
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Windows reglazed or repaired, ..... 8

Courtyards cleaned, . . . . . . .13
Accumulations of rubbish removed, ..... 8

Accumulations of manure removed, . . . . .11
Accumulations of fisli offal removed, ..... 4

Stances provided for fish offal receptacles, .... 2

Other complaints removed, . . . . . .26

BAKEHOUSES.

There were at the end of the year 80 bakehouses in the City, 41 of these being

classed as factories and 39 as workshops. This is an increase of 3 as compared with

the previous year.

In connection with these, 446 visits were paid and 388 notices were issued.

These notices, as usual, referred chiefly to the limewashing or cleaning of the walls

and ceilings of bakehouses, stores, passages, and w.c.^’s; the cleaning of the floors,

baking tables, machines, and utensils
;
and the cleaning of the floors, seats, and

basins of water-closets.

Particular attention is paid toi the conditions under which such articles as

liquid eggs, milk, butter, margarine, &c., are stored, and proper covers are insisted

on for all receptacles. Within recent years a number of such fittings as dough

troughs, tray racks, fuel receptacles, &c., have been provided with wheels, and this

greatly facilitates the cleaning of the bakehouse floors and reduces the labour

entailed. When such articles requme to be replaced, bakers would find it to their

advantage to procure the movable types.

During the year, cloakroom accommodation was provided in three of the bake-

houses. There are still, however, bakehouses in the City where such accommodatiou

has not been provided, and the Department would welcome the provision of such

accommodation in connection with each bakehouse.

Baths for the use of the male and female employees were provided in one of

the bakeries, and it is gratifying to be able to report that the employees are taking

full advantage of the facilities provided for them. Baths have been provided in

another bakery for a number of years, but for a long time it was disappointing to

find that oomparatively little use was being made of them. The value of the baths,

however, is now being appreciated by the employees.

Undernoted will be found particulars of the work done:—
On register at the beginning of the year, . . . . 77

Added during the year, ...... 7

Closed during the year, . . . .
'

. .4
On register at end of year, . . . . . .80
Number of visits paid, ...... 446

Bakehouses limewashed, . . . . . .58
Glazed walls cleaned, . . . . . .16
Pastry-rooms limewashed, ...... 14
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Stores or cellars limewashed, . . , . . .29
Water-closets limewashed, . . . . . .27
Passages limew^ashed, ....... 7

Cloakrooms limewashed, ...... 4

Floors O'f bakehouses cleaned, . . . . .27
Floors of stores cleaned . . . . . .11
Floors of pastry-rooms cleaned, .... 5

Stairsteps and passages, &c., cleaned, .
.'

. . .5
Floors of water-closets cleaned, . . . . .10
Basins of water-closets cleaned, ..... 7

Seats of water-closets cleaned, ..... 7

Windows cleaned, ....... 34

Sinks or wash-hand basins cleaned, . . . . 8

Ovens and hot plates cleaned, . . . . . .19
Baking machines cleaned, . . . . . .10
Steam presses cleaned, . . . . . .20
Bakehouse tables cleaned, ...... 20

Dough troughs cleaned, . . . . . .16
Baking utensils cleaned, . . . . . .14
Shelves cleaned, . . . . . . .15
Woodwork of doors cleaned, . . . . . . 41 •

Spittoons cleaned, ....... 8

Additional water-closets provided, ..... 2

Defective water-closet repaired, ..... 1

Poof covering of bakehouse repaired, ...... 1

Floors of bakehouses repaired, . . . . .10
Woodwork of doors repaired,...... 4

Additional ventilation provided for bakehouse, ... 1

Cords provided for windows and roof-lights, .... 3

Seats of water-closets repaired, . . . . .3
Water-closet doors provided with suitable fastenings,... 3

Plaster on walls and ceilings of bakehouses repaired, . . .12
Plaster on walls and ceilings of flour stores repaired,... 3

Windows reglazed, ....... 20

Accumulations of rubbish and manure removed, ... 7

Cloakroom accommodation provided,..... 3

Covers provided for food receptacles,..... 8

Suitable accommodation provided for storing refuse,... 1

Nuisance caused by flies abated, ..... 1

Nuisance caused by domestic animals abated,.... 1



DAIRIES, COWSHEDS, AND MILKSHOPS.

At. the end of the year there were 652 persons registered to purvey milk (in-

cluding ice cream) within the City. This number includes farmers who, although

they have not premises within the City, retail milk from carts. The number shows

an increase of 18 as compared with the previous year.

The number of cowsheds at the end of the year was 20, being one more than

in the previous year.

All the dairies and milkshops are regularly visited by one of the assistant

Inspectors. Every effort is made to increase the standard of cleanliness and tidiness

in these premises, and thus protect the milk as far as possible from any con-

tamination I personally visited all the dairies and milkshops in the course of the

year and impressed upon the occupiers the powers contained in the Milk and

Dairies (Amendment) Act, 1922, whereby a Local Authority may, if they are

satisfied that the public health is, or is likely to be, endangered by any act or

default of any person who is registered as a retail purveyor of milk, in relation to

the quality, storage, or distribution of the milk, remove the retailer of milk from

the register. This power is valuable.

The number of visits was 3,195, as compared with 2,488 in the previous year.

The herds in all the byres are regularly examined by Mr. James M^Allan,

Veterinary Inspector, who also looks after the sanitary condition of these premises.

Undernoted are particulars of the work done:—
Walls of milkshops cleaned, . . . . . .114
Ceilings of milkshops cleaned, . . . . .73
Walls of back rooms cleaned, . . . . .48
Ceilings of back rooms cleaned, . . . . .53
Walls of staircases to basement whitewashed, ... 4

Walls and ceilings of water-closets cleaned, .... 2

Windows cleaned, ....... 4

Door painted, ....... 1

Shelves, counters, and other fittings cleaned, . . .41
Sinks cleaned, ....... 6

Gas stoves cleaned, '
. . . . . . .2

Woodwork of sinks cleaned,...... 6

Milk vessels cleaned, . . . . . .44
Stairsteps cleaned, . . . . . • .10
Floors cleaned, ....... 44

Floors, seats, and basins of water-closets cleaned, ... 2

Doors communicating with common lobbies closed up, . . 34

General cleanliness improved, . . . . .85
Doors provided for potato bins, ..... 2
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Floor coverings renewed or repaired, . . , .58
Counter coverings renewed or repaired, .... 8

Floors repaired, . , , . . . .14
Doors repaired, ....... 4

Plaster repaired, . . . . . . . 5

Shelves repaired or provided, ..... 5

Roof coverings repaired, ...... 2

Partitions erected, . ... . . . .2
Milk vessels renewed, . . . . . .10
Covers for milk vessels renewed or provided, . . . .63
Covers for milk vessels repaired, ..... 5

Warnings given regarding covers not being used, . . .56
Wash-tub provided, ....... 1

Sinks provided, ....... 2

Additional water supplies provided from main, ... 2

Woodwork of sink repaired, ...... 4

Means of heating water provided, ..... 1

•Windows reglazed, ....... 7

Improved ventilation provided, . . . . .54
Sashcords renewed, ....... 1

Improved lighting provided, ...... 2

Offensive smells abated, . . . . . .6
Manure pits emptied, ...... 4

Accumulations of rubbish removed, . . . . .29
Courtyards cleaned, ....... 2

Milk carts cleaned, . . . . . . .3
Other complaints removed, . . . . . .14

INSPECTION OF SHOPS WHERE FOODSTUFFS ARE SOLD.

(Section 59 of the Aberdeen Police and Waterworks Amendment Act, 1867.)

Under the above Section 1,203 shops were inspected during the year, and in

413 cases notices were served on the occupants regarding the condition of their

shops. These notices referred chiefly to the dirty condition of the walls and ceilings

of the shops and of the cellars where foodstuffs are stored, and to the dirty condition

and w'ant of repair of the floors and fittings.

It is of the utmost importance that all shops where foodstuffs are sold should

1)6 kept in a thoroughly clean condition, and the majority of shopkeepers realise

that the attractive shop commands a better chance of getting a full share of the

public patronage.

The accompanying table gives a detailed account of the work done in this

connection :
—
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Walls and ceilings of shops cleaned, . . , . . 128

Walls and ceilings of backrooms cleaned, ..... 126

Walls and ceiling of office cleaned, ..... 1

Walls and ceilings of staircases cleaned, .... 4

Walls and ceilings of cellars cleaned, , . . . .77
Walls and ceilings of water-closets cleaned, . . . .36
Floors of shop's cleaned, . ... , . .11
Floor of back room cleaned, ...... 1

Floors of cellars cleaned, ...... 7

Stairsteps cleaned, ....... 1

Floors, seats, and basins of water-closets cleaned, . . .21
Sinks cleaned,........ 3

Ice chest cleaned, ....... 1

Fittings cleaned, . . . . . . .17
Windows cleaned, ....... 2

Additional ventilation provided, .....
Plaster on walls and ceilings repaired, . . .

'
. 31

Fittings repaired, ....... 3

Floors repaired, . . . . . . .17
Stair steps repaired, ....... 3

Floor coverings repaired or renewed, . . . . .82
Wash-hand basins replaced ...... 2

Defective sink repaired, . . . . . .1
Woodwork around sinks renewed or repaired, . . . .10
Water-closet basin renewed, ...... 1

Water-closet cistern repaired,...... 1

Water-closet seats repaired, ...... 5

Windows or roof -lights repaired or reglazed,.... 8

Sashcords renewed, ....... 3

Sash fastener renewed or repaired, ..... 1

Waste and rainwater pipes repaired or renewed, ... 2

Water tap rejdaired, ....... 1

Defective grid trap repaired, ...... 1

Defective tubs repaired, ...... 4

Brickwork of boiler repaired, \

Accumulations of rubbish removed, . . . . .33
Offensive smells abated, ...... 1

Other complaints removed, ...... 3
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The following table gives particulars as to the shops visited :
—

Class of Shop.
Number

Inspected.
Found

Satisfactory.

Found
Unsatisfactory.

Number of Defects
dealt with.

Bakers, 1-26 73 53 96

Butchers, ..... 131
1

94 37 63

Confectioners, .... 36 27 9 ! 17

Fishmongers, ....
j

37 26 11 26

I

Fried Fish Shops, 48 37 11 15

Fruiterers, ..... 85 46 39

Greengrocers, .... 14
i

12 2 O

Grain .Merchants, 5 5

j

Grocers, 244 132 112 221

' Restaurants, .... 191 146 45 62

,

Mixed Shops, .... 286 192 94 148

1

1

Tot.als, .... 1,203 790 413 722

PLACES OF PUBLIC REFRESHMENT.

The following table shows the various classes of shops on the register at the end

of 1923:—
Description of Sliop. Number

Ice cream, . . . . .81
Fried Fish, . . . . . 17

Restaurants, . . . . .95
Bakers, ...... 10

Temperance Hotels, .... 5

Dairies, ...... 2

Total, . . . . .210

This is a decrease of 12 as compared with the previous year.

All these premises were visited from time to time in order to see that the

Bye-laws for regulating the internal construction, lighting, and arrangement of

the premises, with a view to the orderly conduct and control thereof, are being

complied with.

Prosecutions for contraventions of the Bye-laws for regulating the hours of

opening and closing are instituted by the Police.
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MEAT INSPECTION.

The total quantity of food seized or destroyed during the year was less than in 1922,

as, while in that year the total weight was 156 tons, the quantity for 1923 was 132-J tons.

The Public Health (Meat Inspection) Regulations (Scotland) came into operation on 1st

June, and under these Regulations the Town Council appointed the Medical Officer of

Health and Veterinary Inspector as “Meat Inspectors” and the Sanitary Inspector and

two of his assistants a.s “ Detention Officers.”

The total number of visits made by the Sanitary Inspector’s staff to the various places

where foodstuffs are sold was 8,123. Of these, 2,290 were made to slaughterhouses, 1,702

to meat marts, 708 to fishcuring premises, 336 to Fish Market, 214 to retail shops, 216 to

wholesale warehouses, 200 to provision curing works, 244 to New Market Flail, 153 to

street markets, 90 to shipping sheds and 1,940 to other premises including all the offal and

tallow marts.

The quantity of beef destroyed last year Avas less than in 1922, being 257,829 lbs., as

compared Avith 280,515 lbs. The quantity of mutton destroyed Avas also less, being 3,958

lbs, as compared Avith 5,112 lbs. The amount of pork destroyed Avas considerably greater,

being 7,653 lbs., as compared Avith 3,293 lbs.
;
Avhile 837 lbs. of veal Avere destroyed, as

compared with 2,041 lbs. There Avere also destroyed 9,720 lbs., of tinned foods, 62 lbs.

of game and poultry and 18 lbs. of fruit.

T'he quantity of fish landed during the year Avas 1,900,025 CAVts. as compared Avith

2,159,762 CAvts. in the previous year. The quantity destroyed as unfit for human food

Avas 9,588 lbs., as compared Avith 29,694 lbs. in the previous year.

There were altogether 1,398 seizures, as compared Avith 1,328. The majority of the

seizures (836) AA^ere made in the slaughter-houses, while 337 AA^ere made in the meat marts,

123 in Avarehouses and shops, 79 in offal markets, 11 in the Fish Market, 2 in cold stores

and 10 in other premises.

Tinned Foods

Considerable attention continues to be paid to the inspection of tinned foods. All

factories where such articles are prepared are regularly visited.

Wholesale warehouses and shops are also visited, and in these, 124 lots of tinned foods,

comprising beef, mutton, tongue, fruit, milk and tomato puree, AA'ere dealt Avith as being

unfit for human food.

The Public Health (Jlnsound Food) Regulations {Scotland}^ 1908.

In no case Avas it found necessary to take action as prescribed in the Regulations.

The bulk of the foodstuffs arriving by sea ar.') consigned to local Avarehouses, and as already

stated, these are regularly visited.

The Public Health {^Foreign Meat) Regulations {Scotland) 1908.

No foreign meat, within the meaning of the above Regulations, Avas received during

the year.
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Frosecutions.

In no case was it found necessary to institute legal proceedings against any one for

I

having in his possession or having sold or exposed for sale, food which was unfit for human

consumption.

I A detailed statment of the meat seized during each month of the year, as also a

jcomparative statement with past years, will be found in Appendix II.

I

.\Jeat Stores.

I

In accordance with the provisions of Section 10 of the Meat Inspection Regu’ations, the

'Local Authority determined that no person other than a person keeping open shop for the

jsale of meat or meat food products shall, by himself or other person employed by him, sell

from any cart or other vehicle, or from any basket, barrow or booth, any meat or meat

food products except under and in accordance with an authorisation in writing from the

Local Authority. Six applications were received, and after the premises had been put

into a proper sanitary condition, the necessary authorisation was granted in each case.
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THE SALE OF FOOD AND DRUGS ACTS.

Undernoted are particulars as to the samples procured in accordance with the

Acts :
—

Nl'mbur or Samples
Procured. Number not Genuine.

j
Number

of

j
Prosecutions.

j
Number Successful.

Amount of

Fines
Imposed.

Formal
In-

formal.
Total. Formal In-

formal.
Total.

Sweet Milk, 463 107 570 I
22 9 31 9 8 £36 5 0

!
Skimmed Milk, 48 1 49 0 0 0 0 0

Condensed Milk, 0 5 5 0 0 0 0

1

Cream, .... 8 0 8 0 0 0 0 0

j

Chee.?e, .... 9 0 9 0 0 0 0 0

1

Butter, .... 34 17 51 0 2 2 0 0

Mai’garine, 16 0 16 0 0 0 0 0

Dripping,.... 4 0 4 0 0 0 0 0

Lard, . .
0

1

!
0 5 0 0 0 0 0

1

1

Tea, ..... 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0

Coffee, .... 7 0 7 0 0 0 0 0

Honey, .... 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0

Oatmeal, .. .. 8 0 8 0 0 0 0 0

Canned Tomatoes, .
9 0 9 0 0 0 0 0

Whisky, .... 14 0 14 3 0 3 3 2 ‘ 10 10 0

Rum, .... 7
1

t) 7 2 0 2 1 0

Brandy, .... 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0
:

Gin, 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0

Red Wine, 1 1 2 0 0 0 0 0

Drugs, .... 6 22 28 1 2 3 1 1 3 0 0

Totals, 641 1.55 796 28 13 41 14 11 £49 15 0

In addition to tho above, 29 unofficial samples of milk were taken at byres.
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i>weet Milh.

It will be observed that the total number of official samples of sweet milk

procured was 463, and of these, 22, or 4‘8 per cent., were found to be under the

standard.

The following tables give particulars as to the number of official samples of

sweet milk procured in each of the past ten years, wdth particulars as to the

I numbers found under the standard:—

Table I.,

Giving number of Sctan'ples procured and sJiO’iring the number deficient in Fat

;

Soluh other than Fat; and in both Fat and Other Solids.

Ykar.
Number of

Samples.

N'umber
deficient in

Fat.

Number
deficient in

Solids other
than Fat.

Number
d ficient in

both Fat
and other
Solids.

1

Total
Number
deficient.

Pejcentag-e
deficient.

Number
of

Prosecutions.

1914, .
1-23 21 2 1 24 19-5 21

1915, . 207 21 6 5 32 15-6 25

1916, . 266 35 4 6 45 17-8 36

1917, . 252 36 12 3 51 20 2 37

1918, . 240 15 3 1 10 7-9 9

1919 . 262 25 3 3 31 11-8 22

1920, . 272 10 1 2 13 4-8 6

1921. . 431 18 7 2 27 6-3 15

1922, . 445 22 3 0 25 5-6 14

1923, . 463 15 3 4 22 4 8 9

Totals, 2,961 218 44 27 289 9-8 194
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Table II.,

Giving numher of Sanvples procured from Producers, as compared with the number

procured from Retailers or Wholesalers. In each case, the Samples found

deficient at the byre, or in course of delivery to the Retailer or Wholesaler, are

excluded.

Ykar.

Number of
Samples

procured from
j

Producers. '

Number
deficient.

1

Percentage
deficient.

Number of

Samples
procured from
Retailers or
Wholesalers.

Number
deficient.

Percenta;.c
deficient.

1914, GO i
13

i

21-7 63 8 12-7

1915, 115 15
1

13 0 92 12 13 0

1916, 122 22 ' 180 144 15 10-4

1917, 143
;

32 22-4 109 9 8 3

1918, 104
‘

5 4-8 136 9 6-6

1919, 143 13 9T 119 9 7-6

1920, 132 4 3 0 140 5 3 6

1921, 240 11
i

4-6 191 9 4-7

1922, 222
1

S
1

1

36 223 8 3-6

1923. 246
i

3-7 217 6 2-8

Totals, 1,527
,

1.32 8-6 1,434 90 6-3
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Table III.,

(livinrj information as to the sources from which the Samples were procured.

IlKTAiii Samples from
Shops.

Retail Samples from
Carts.

'!

I

Wholesale Samples i.n

i course of Delivery.
|

.Samples Taken ox
Delivery

j

at Institutions.

Year

Samples
taken.

Foi nd
adulter-
ated.

Per-
ceiita<>e

adulter
ated.

Samjile^
taken.

Found
adulter-
ated.

Per-
centage
adulter
aled.

j

iSamples
1 taken.

Found
adulter-
ated.

Per-
jcenfage
'adulter-

ated.

Samples
' taken.

Found
adulter-
ated.

1 Per
ccntage
adulter-
ated.

1914, . 50 8 16-0 35 t
20-0 24 8 33-3 14 1 7-1

1915, . 82 14 17‘1 64 4 6 ”2
'

1 38 11 29-0 23 3 13-0
1

1916. . 118 19 16 1 82 9 11-0 47 16 34-0 19 1
j

5 3

1917, . 83 11 13-3
1 54 6 111

1

92 34 37 0
1

23 0
1

0-0

1918, . 123 8 6‘5 66 7 10-6 49 4 8-2 2 0 o-o

1919, . 101 14 13'7 36 2 5'5 123 15 12-2 2 0 0-0

1920, . 129 6 1
4-7

1

32 2 6-3 111 5 4 o 0 0 0 0 :

1921, . 160 10
1

6-0 87 3 3-4 176 14 8-0 2 0 0 0

1922, . 188 10 5-3 86 5 5-8 169 10 5-9 2 0 0-0

1923, . 198 6
:

30 86 3 3-5 176 13 7 4 3 0 0 0
1

Tut.als, . 1,238 106 :

8-6 628 48 7-6
; 1,005 130 12-9 90 5 5-5

As it is now ten years, since the Department commenced their present practice

of “following up ’’ all deficient samples of milk

—

i.e., in the case of a retailer

.selling deficient milk, of taking a sample in the course of delivery from the con-

signer to the consignee; and in the case of a, producer, of visiting the byre at the

earliest possible date and procuring a sample of the corresponding milk from the

cows

—

the information contained in Tables I., II., and III. is of interest.

It will be seen from Table I. that 2,961 samples were procured, and, of these,

289 were under the standard—218 being deficient in fat, 44 deficient in solids other

than fat, and 27 deficient in both fat and other solids. The average percentage of

deficient samples is 9-8. The striking decrease in the percentage of deficient samples

is noteworthy. During the period 1914-17, the percentage was 17‘9, while for the

years 1918-23, it was 6-5. During last year the percentage was 4'8, which is

exactly the same as in 1920, and is the lowest during the decade.
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In Table II. will be found infonnation regarding the number of samples

procured from producers as compared with retailers or wholesalers. The number

of samples found deficient at the byre or in course of delivery to the retailer or

wholesaler is excluded. It will be observed that 132 out of the 222 deficient

samples were procured from producers. The average percentage of deficient

samples procured from producers was 8'
6, while the corresponding percentage from

retailers or wholesalers was 6’3. During the period 1914-17, the percentage of

deficient samples procured from producers was 18*6, as compared with a percentage

of 10*8 for the samples procured from retailers or wholesalers. For the years

1918-23, the corresponding percentages were, respectively, 4*6 and 4*5. During last

year the percentage of producers’ samples found deficient was 3*7, as compared with

a percentage of 2*8 for the samples procured from retailers or wholesalers.

It is worthy of mention that, during the* decade, 184 samples were procured at

byres, and, of these, 36, or 19*6 per cent., were found to be under the standard in

either fat or solids other than fat. In the large majority of cases, the samples

consisted of the mixed milk of the whole herd, but in a few cases the sample

consisted of the mixed milk of the cows which were stated to have yielded the

quantity of milk from which the complained of sample was taken. As stated in a

previous report, I have only been ati one byre at which deficient milk was obtained

on more than one occasion. In the case referred to, it was twice found that the

mixed ^‘morning ” milk of the whole herd (10 cows) was under the standard for fat.

The last occasion was five years ago. Since that date four samples have been pro-

cured from this producer, and the amount of fat contained in each of the samples was

3*36, 3*71, 4*41, and 3*15, respectively.

In Table III. will be found information regarding the different sources from

which the samples were procured.

It will be seen that for the past ten years the largest percentage (12*9) of

deficient samples related to consignments sampled in course of delivery. In only a

few cases were these consignments supplied by wholesale dairymen—the large

majority being supplied by producers. The average percentage of deficient samples

purchased in retail shops was 8*6, and from retail carts 7*6.

During the past, year the largest percentage (7*4) of deficient samples was also

found amongst those procured iu course of delivery. The percentage of deficient

samples purchased in retail shops was 3*0, and from retail carts, 3*5. Two of the

retail carts belonged to producers.

So far as experience in Aberdeen indicates, it is apparent that, generally

speaking, the person who deliberately tampers with milk is the producer. It will

be seen from Table III. that, during the years 1914 to 1917, 201 samples were

procured in course of delivery, and, of these, 69, or 34*3 per cent., were found to be

under the standard. During the period 1918 to 1923, the number of such samples

d.
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was 804, and, of these, 61, or 7'
6 per cent,, were found to be deficient. It is

gfratifying to be able to report that the percentage of deficient samples procured

in course of delivery has been so greatly reduced in recent years, because it is

obvious that if the producer supplies the retailer or wholesaler with deficient

milk the consumer is bound to receive milk which is under the standard. It is the

practice of the Department to procure as many, if not more, samples from producers

as from retailers and wholesalers. In this way only can the public be adequately

protected.

As proof of the necessity of protecting also the retailer or wholesaler, it ought

to 1>6 stated that during the decade the number of deficient samples procured from

retailers or wholesalers was 128, and in 38 cases it was subsequently found that

the milk as supplied by the producer was under the standard.

No proceedings were, of course, instituted in any of these 38 cases, nor in the

36 cases where deficient samples were obtained as the result of the “ appeal to the

I

cow.’’ It will accordingly be seen that unless the Department had taken steps to

!
satisfy themselves that the milk in these cases had not been tampered with, pro-

Isecutions would have been instituted against a large number of innocent persons.

Undernoted are particulars regarding all the deficient samples of sweet milk

which were officially procured during the year 1923:—

J . Retailers^ Samples.

No.

Complained of Sample. Sample taken on delivery.

Remarks.

Fat. Other Solids. Fat. Other Solids.

1 2-82 8-77 2-97

1

8-79 No proceedings taken.

2 2 82 9 09
/3-32
\3-48

8-

87 1

9-

21 /
Penalty £1.

3 2-92 8*46 r3‘90
\3-50

8-66
(

8 91 j

Letter of warning sent.

4 8*59 8-09 4 02 8-70 Do.

0 2-92 8-66 2*94 8-49 No proceedings taken.

(3 2-51 8-84
(3-58

U-23
8-72 1

8 76 /
Penalty 25s.

t 2-97 8-91
/3-41

\3 12

8-83 1

9 09 /

Letter of warning sent.

8 2 91 9 13 3-95 8-93 Do.
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It will be observed that in two cases the consignments in course of delivery to

the retailer were found to be under the standard.

In all the other cases I was of opinion that the deficiency was due to failure to

mix the milk properly, and was not caused by wilful tampering. Despite the

warnings that are continually being given tO' milk sellers regarding the necessity

of their taking steps to prevent the cream settling on the top, it is astonishing to

find that many milk sellers do not appreciate' the risk they run if this precaution is

neglected. In Aberdeen, the majority of the covers fitted to retail receptacles are

provided with plungers, with the result that every time the cover is opened and

closed the milk is mixed to a certain extent. I find, however, that the greatest

danger exists in the failure of the retailer to mix the milk before it is poured from

the can in which it is delivered into the retail receptacle. Frequently, milk is

consigned in 10-gallon cans, and, as the retail vessel does not usually contain more

than three or four gallons, it stands to reason that if the cream rises to the top

in the wholesale vessel, as it is bound to do if the milk has been deposited therein

for some time, and the milk is not thoroughly plunged or mixed before being

poured into the retail vessel, the first filling of the retail vessel will contain the

larger portion of the fat.

Sample No. 4, which contained 8*59 per cent, fat and 8*09 per cent, solids

other than fat, was taken by the seller from the top of a 5-gallon driun—the

retail vessel being empty at the time of the purchase. The seller was warned that

it was her duty to see that all milk was properly mixed before being retailed.

Sample No. 8, which contained 2*91 per cent, fat and 9*13 per cent, solids

other than fat, was stated to be part of a consignment of 12 gallons, which on

being sampled was found to contain 3*95 per cent, fat and 8*93 per cent, solids

other than fat. The consignment was said to consist of "morning ” and "evening”

milk, but these milks were not separately labelled, and there was no arrangement

between consigner and consignee to this effect, so there was no alternative but to

take the sample from the total consignment. It was quite possible, however, that

the milk in one of the cans might have been under the standard. Arrangements

have been made by the retailer that in future the "morning’’ and "evening”

milk will be separately labelled. Seven samples have been purchased since 1916.

and all of these were found genuine. It was, under the circumstances, considered

sufficient to send a letter of warning.

In deciding not to prosecute in this and other cases, the following recom-

mendation of the Inter-Departmental Committee was borne in mind, viz.:
—"The

"first time that an official sample is found below the minimum limit, there should
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^‘be a warning, unless the Local Authority are satisfied that it is a case of
“ adulteration/'

B. Producers’ Samples.

No.

Complained of Sample. Samp’e taken on delivery.

Remarks.
1

Fat. Other Solids.
1 Fat. Other Solids.

0 2 06 9-13 3 70 917 Penalty £5.

1 f Mor nincr 7

I

1

2-70 8-73
1

lU 2 63 8-73 1

1
Mid -day

[

The complained of sample was “morn-
!

1

3-20 8-84 ing” milk. No proceedings taken.
'

1

Eve ning
1

L 3-70 8 95 .
I

11 2-77 9i2 3-50 9-02 Penalty £5.

12 2-85 8-79 i 3/5 8-98 Penalty £4.

13
f Hyre not, visited. Sample wa.s procured from same producer

2-62
i

8-99
1 as Sample No. 10, and within a month of the date of that

1

1

1 sample.
14 2-97 8-79 2 99 8-81 No proceedings taken.

If) 2-94 8-49
i

1

i

3-64 8-60 No proceedings taken.

16 2-47 1 6 21

h
7-25 j !

3-83 ^ 8*44

\

Obtained from same producer.

17 3 31 1 4-19 j

1

8 24 '

i

Penalty £15.

18 2-99 8-47
1

3-74 8 75 Charge found “ Not Proven.”

1

( Mor ning
^1

19 3 41 8-30 J
3-52

j

Eve
8-72 1

ning
1

Penalty £5.

1

1 4 09 8-74 J
1

1

1
{

Mor ning ^

j

1

2-92 8-99
1

20
j

2 '80 8-92 ! j
Mid -day

1
The complained of sample was “ morn-

8-99
{

ing ” milk. No proeeedings taken.

1

E ve ning
1

L 3-50 8-92 J

21 2-88 8-83
i

2-80 8 ’38 No proceedings taken.

22 1

1

2 93 8-86
1

3-32 9 01 Letter of warning .sent.

It will be observed that in connection with Nos. 10, 14, 20, and 21, a mixed
sample of the ''morning" milk of the whole herd was deficient in fat, and that in

the case of No. 21 there was also a deficiency in solids other than fat. The number
of cows in each of the herds was, respectively, 7, 9, 18, and 12. The milking

hours were as follows :
—

No. 10—6 a.m., 12 noon, and 6 p.m.

No. 14—6 a.m., 12 noon, and 6 p.m.

No. 20—6 a.m., 12 noon, and 7' 30 p.m.

No. 21—6 a.m., 12 noon, and 6 p.m.

In every case the interval between the "evening" and "morning" milkings
has been shortened. Samples of the "morning" milk were procured shortly after
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the intei"vals were shortened, and the amount of fat contained in the samples was

3'20, 3‘05, 3' 10, and 3'45 per cent, respectively. The amount of solids other than

fat in the last-mentioned sample was 8'91 per cent.

It will further be- observed that, in connection with Nos. 16 and 17, both the

''morning'" and "evening" milk at the byre was found to be under the standard

for solids other than fat, although in each case the fat was considerably above the

standard. Further particulars of this case are given on pp. 45 and 46.

With refereiice to Nos. 15 and 22, it v/ill be noted that legal prooedings were

not instituted, although the milk at the byre was in each case considerably above

the standard. The circumstances were as follows:—
In the case of No. 15, a consignment of 17^ gallons "evening" milk sampled

in course of delivery contained 3*90 per cent, fat and 8-50 per cent, solids other

than fat; while a consignment of 15J gallons "morning" milk contained 2-94 per

cent, fat and 8’49 per cent, solids other than fat. A mixed sample of the "morning "

milk of the whole herd (16 cows) contained 3*64 per cent, fat and 8-60 per cent,

solids other than fat.

When the samples were procured in the City, it was observed that the lids of

two of the cans had been so much dainaged that they did not fit' the cans properly.

When the farmer was informed that the "morning" milk was under standard, he

stated that, although he had recently purchased four new cans for conveying his milk,

the consignee was not in the habit of returning to each of his suppliers the proper

cans. The farmer thereupon pointed out to me two cans which had been sent to

him on the previous evening. The lids of each of these cans did not fit properly,

with the result that it was possible that milk could have been spilled during transit

between the farm and the railway station, and during the process of putting the

cans on to the train. The case was fully considered by the Procurator-Fiscal and

myself, and we were of opinion that it would be sufficient to send the farmer a

letter warning him that it was his duty to take whatever steps might be necessaiy

to ensure that the milk supplied by him complied with the requirements of the

Sale of Milk Regulations.

Ill the case of No. 22, a consignment of 3 gallons "morning " milk sampled in

course of delivery contained 4-04 per cent, fat and 8-86 jDer cent, solids other than

fat; while a consignment of 2 gallons "evening " milk contained 2-93 per cent,

fat and 8*86 per cent, solids other than fat. The byre was visited in the evening

The herd consists of 4 cows. We were informed that the 2 gallons of milk com-

plained of were yielded by 3 of the cows. It was, therefore, arranged that a sample

should be taken of the milk of these cows, but it was found that on the occasion

of our visit the quantity yielded by the 3 cows was short of 2 gallons by IJ pints.

This quantity—taken from the milk of the remaining cow—was, therefore, added to

the milk of the 3 cows before the sample was taken. The composite sample was

certified to contain 3'32 per cent, fat and 9'01 per cent, solids other than fat; while

the milk of the remaining cow contained 4’61 per cent, fat and 10'21 per cent,

solids other than fat. It had been the practice of the farmer to retain the milk of
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this cow for domestic use, but it was arranged that in future this cow’s milk should

be sent to the City.

The results of furtlier investigation into the production and distribution of the

milk supplied providing such deficiencies are of sufficient interest to be recorded.

The particulars are as follows:—
Producer's Samjde No. 9.—^About 6’30 a.m. on 19th January a sample of milk

was purchased from a farmer’s retail cart and certified to contain 2-06 per cent, fat

and 9'13 per cent, solids other than fat. At the time of the purchase the farmer

stated that the milk was evening ” milk.

The byre was visited on the following evening, when the farmer informed me
that he was of opinion that the poor quality of the complained of sample was due

to the fact that, owing to the 6-gallon drum from which, the sample was supplied

being filled to the top, the movement of the cart had not been sufficient to keep the

milk mixed, so that, as the sample referred to was the first quantity of milk supplied

from this drum, these facts would, in his opinion, account for the poor quality of

the milk.

The farmer was reminded that some months previously I had sent a letter to

him and other dairymen retailing milk from carts, warning them of the change

which might take place in milk during transit if means were not taken to prevent

the fat settling on the top.

I procured a mixed sample of the “evening milk of the 9 cows which yielded

the 6 gallons from which the complained of sample was taken, and this sample was

certified to contain 3-70 per cent, fat and 9*17 per cent, solids other than fat.

On the farmer’s suggestion I agreed to re-visit the byre on the following

morning and procure a sample of the milk immediately after the retail drum was

filled, and to accompany the cart to the point v/here the complained of sample was

purchased and procure a corresponding sample. Before leaving the byre the 6

gallons of milk which had just been sampled were put into five shallow basins in

the milkhouse.

The byre was re-visited about 5 a.m. on the following morning. About 5-15

a.m. the contents of the five basins referred to were poured into the 6-gallon drum,

wh.ch was thereby completely filled. The milk was not mixed in any way, beyond

any mixing which would have taken place as the result of the milk being poured into

the drum. Immediately after the drum was filled, a sample was drawn from the

tap of the drum and this sample was certified to contain 3-74 per cent, fat and 9-34

per cent, solids other than fat.

Shortly before 6 a.m. the cart left the farm and reached the point where the

complained of sample was purchased about 6-40 a.m. From the time the sample

was taken at 5*15 a.m. until the cart reached this point, the drum was never out

of the sight of either my assistant or myself. Whenever the cart stopped at the

point the complained of sample had been purchased a sample corresponding to the

complained of sample was taken. This sample was certified to contain 2-43 per

cent, fat and 9-20 per cent, solids other than fat. The complained of sample, it
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will be recollected, contained 2-06 per cent, fat and 9*13 per cent, solids other than

fat.

It will be observed that the sample taken at the milkhouse immediately before

the cart left for the City, was almost exactly the same as the sample taken on the

previous evening, thus proving that the milk had not been tampered with overnight.

Despite the fact that we were satisfied that the unofficial test sample procured at

the point of purchase of the complained of sample had not been tampered with and

yet was under the standard, the Procurator-Fiscal and myself, in view of a recent

High Court decision, and particularly in view of the fact that the farmer had

received a warning regarding the necessity of mixing or plunging his milk, decided

that a prosecution should be instituted.

The farmer pled guilty and was fined £5.

On 28th March, another sample was purchased from this cart and was found

to contain 3-45 per cent, fat and 8-97 per cent, solids other than fat.

Producer’s Sample No. 10.—On the morning of 26th January I procured at

the Joint Station samples from two consignments then in course of delivery to a

dairyman.

A sample from a consignment of 8 gallons ^'hot^' or ^'morning” milk was

found to contain 2-63 per cent, fat and 8-73 per cent, solids other than fat; while

a sample from a consignment of ''cold ” milk, which consisted partly of "mid-day ”

and partly of "evening ’’ milk, contained 3‘43 per cent, fat and 8-90 per cent, solids

other than fat.

The byre was visited on the following day and samples procured from each of

the milkings. The herd consisted of 7 cows. Undernoted are the results <

analyses :
—

Fat. Other Solids.

"Morning ” milk (about 10 gallons). 2-70 8-73

"Mid-day” milk (about 5 gallons). .

'
.

3-20 8*84

"Evening” milk (about 5 gallons). 3*78 8-95

The cows were milked three times a say, viz,,, 6 a.m., 12 noon
,
and 6 p.m.

As the samples procured at the byre approximated in quality the samples

obtained in the City, no proceedings were taken against the producer, but he was

informed that it was very desirable in his own interests that he should take whatever

steps might be necessary to ensure that the "morning” milk complied with the

requirements of the Sale of Milk Kegulations.

On 28th February two further samples were procured at the Joint Station. A
consignment of 7 gallons "hot ” milk contained 2-62 per cent, fat and 8-99 per cent,

solids other than fat; while a consignment of 8 gallons "cold” milk contained 3-55

per cent, fat and 9-03 per cent, solids other than fat.

It was not considered necessar}^ to re-visit the byre, but the farmer was inter-

viewed, and it was arranged that he would, on 14th March, commence to milk his

cows only twice a day, viz., 6 a.m. and 6 p.rn. Before doing so, the fanner sent me

a sample of the "morning” milk of each of his cows, and these samples were tested
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for fat by means of the '"Grerber” in the Public Health Laboratory with the

uiideriioted results :
—

Fat.

Cow No. 1, 3-3

Cow No. 2, 2-3

Cow No. 3, 4*3

Cow No. 4, . . . . . .
2-4

Cow No. 5, 2-9

Cow No. 6, . . . . . .
3‘3

Cow No. 7, 3-2

No information was obtained as to the quantity of milk yielded by each cow.

On 30th March samples of the ^'hot^^ and '^cold^’ milks were procured. The

'‘hot’’ milk contained 3 per cent, fat, while the ‘^cold ’’ milk contained 4 per cent,

fat.

On 27th September a consignment of 9 gallons ‘^morning’’ milk was found to

contain 3 '20 per cent, fat and 8 -92 per cent. soKds other than fat; while the con-

signment of 7 gallons ^‘evening milk contained 4'40 per cent, fat and 9' 17 per

cent, solids other than fat.

Producer’ s Sannple No. IJ/-.—A few days prior to visiting the byre in question,

a sample of milk, purchased in a retail dairy shop, was found to contain 2 -82 per

cent, fat and 8*77 per cent, solids other than fat. This sample was stated to be

“morning milk.

On the following day, two samples were taken in course of delivery. A consign-

ment of 10 gallons “hot^’ or “morning’’ milk contained 2'97 per cent, fat and 8'79

per cent, solids other than fat; while a consignment of 10 gallons “cold” milk,

consisting of a mixture of the “mid-day” and “evening” milk, contained 3 '98 per

cent, fat and 8 '98 per cent solids other than fat.

A mixed sample of the “morning” milk of the whole herd (9 cows) contained

2'99 per cent, fat and 8'81 per cent, solids other than fat. The cows were milked

three times daily, viz., 6 a.m., 12 noon, and 6 p.m.

As the milk at the byre was found to be under the standard, and to approximate

in quality the sample procured in course of delivery, no prooeedings were taken

against the farmer, but it was suggested that the intervals between the milkings

should be altered. This was done on the day following the visit to the byre, the

times of milking being changed to 5 '30 a.m., 12 '30 p.m., and 7 '30 p.m.

A consignment of 10 gallons “hot” milk sampled some time later contained

3'05 per cent, fat and 8'99 per cent, solids other than fat; while the consignment

of 10 gallons “cold” milk contained 3'80 per cent, fat and 8'59 per cent, solids

other than fat.

Producer’s Samjiles Nos. 16 ami 17 .—On the day preceding the visit to the

byre, samples were procured from two consignments in course of delivery. A con-

signment of 10 gallons “morning” milk contained 2'47 per cent, fat and 6'21 per

cent, solids other than fat; while a consignment of 9 gallons “evening” milk

contained 3' 31 per cent, fat and 7 '25 per cent, solids other than fat.
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Three days prior to tlio complained of samples being procured, the consignee

called at the Public Health Office and left a bottle which he stated contained a fair

sample of a consignment which he had received on the previous day (Sunday) from

one of his suppliers. This sample contained 3-08 per cent, fab and 6-87 per cent,

solids other than fat. The consignee stated that on each week day he received from

this producer, per rail, two 10-gallon consignments—one consisting of ‘'morning”

and the other of “evening ” milk. On Sundays, however, only one consignment was

received, and this milk was collected for him by another City dairyman.

As it v.ms desirable to ascertain whether the supply of deficient milk was con-

fined to Sundays, arrangements were made with the consignee that he should send

me, on two consecutive days, samples from each of the consignments. This was

done with the undernobed results :
—

Fat. other Solids.

‘ Morning ” milk. 2-58 6-12

‘Evening” milk. 2-64 6-49

‘ JMorning ” milk. 2-81 6*25

‘ Evening ” milk. 2-77 6*80

The byre was first visited in the evening, when a mixed sample of the milk

of the whole herd (10 cows) was found to contain 4'19 per cent, fat and per

cent, solids other than fat. A sample was at the same time taken from a consign-

ment of 10 gallons “morning” milk which was deposited in a can awaiting transit

to the City. This sample contained 2' 17 per cent, fat and 5'72 per cent, solids other

than fat.

The byre was re-visited on the following morning, when a mixed sample of the

whole herd was found to contain 3'83 per cent, fat and 8'lflf per cent, solids other

than fab.

The accused, who pled guilty and was fined £15—being £7 10s. for each

offence—has now given up dairying.

rrothicer' s Sa?nj)Ie No. 18 .
—On 14th November a complaint was received from

a City dairyman to the effect that as the results of analyses which he had obtained

he had reason to believe that the consignments of “morning” and “evening” milk

supplied lo him by a certain farmer were under the standard for solids other than

fat, although above the standard for fat.

Accordingly, on 16th November, samples were procured of both the “morning”

and “evening” milk. A consignment of 10 gallons “morning” milk was found

to contain 2*99 per cent, fat and 8-47 per cent, solids other than fat; while a

consignment of 10 gallons “evening” milk contained 3-54 per cent, fat and 8-59

per cent, solids other than fat.

It was not found possible to visit the byre until the mbrning of 20th November.

On arrival the farmer was asked if he could point out the cows which had yielded

the 10 gallons of milk complained of, and was informed that if he could do so a

sample of the milk of these cows would also be taken. The farmer stated that he

knew the 10 cows which had yielded the milk referred to, but further stated that
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on tlie 18th November one of these cows had aborted and its milk was, therefore,

not available.

A mixed sample of the milk of the 9 cows contained 3-84 per cent, fat and

8-74 per cent, solids other than fat; while a mixed sample of the milk of the

whole herd (18 cows) contained 3*74 per cent, fat and 8*75 per cent, solids other

than fat.

As the sample of ^'evening'’ milk procured in the City was beyond suspicion,

it was not necessary to re-visit the byre in the evening.

I arranged, however, that on the day following iny visit to the byre samples

should be taken from all the consignments supplied by this farmer to his various

customers.

Undernoted are particulars as to these samples;—
Fitt. Solids not Fat.

IMixed sample of 10 gallons ‘'evening ” milk, . 3*15 8*81

Mixed sample of 10 gallons “morning’’ milk, .
3*75 8*66

Mixed sample of 5 gallons “evening ’’ milk, .
3*00 8*81

Mixed sample of 15 gallons “evening ” milk, .
3*16 8*78

Mixed sample of 10 gallons “morning” milk, . 3*76 9*01

It will be observed that all these samples are high in solids other than fat.

This was also found to be the case in the two samples prccured at the byre.

It will further be observed that the amount of fat contained in the samples of

“morning” milk approximated the aiiiount of fat contained in the byre samples.

It will also be observed, however, that the ainount of fat contained in each of the

three samples of “evening” milk was considerably lower than in any of the samples

of “morning” milk |3rocured at the same time, and also considerably lower than

the sample of “morning ” milk procured at the byre. This is exceptional, when one

takes into account that the intervals between the two milkings, viz., 4*30 a.m. and

4*30 p.m., are equal.

After the summons was served on the accused, his Agent called on the Pro-

curator-Fiscal and myself and stated that on 24th November, be., 8 days after

the complained of sample was procured, the farmer sent a sample of the aborted

cow’s milk to a dairyman, who tested the sample for fat. The sample was reported

to contain 0*8 per cent. fat. Samples of this cow’s milk tested by the dairyman

on 28th November and 1st December were stated to contain 2*0 and 3*9 per cent,

fat, respectively.

The defence, therefore, contended that on the day the complained of sample

was procured, the milk of the cow referred to would not have contained more
than 0*8 per cent, fat, and as the quantity of milk yielded by this cow on the day
in question was 14 gallons, this was sufficient to account for the 10-gallon consign-

nient not containing more than 2*99 per cent. fat.

Evidence was led for the prosecution to the effect that even although it were

admitted that one and a half gallons of the consignment contained no fat at all, yet

if it were taken that the remaining 8J gallons contained the amount of fat^—viz.,

3*74—yielded by the whole herd, the complained of sample would have been
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effect that if the aborted cow yielded, as was stated by the defence, 1^ gallons on

the morning the complained of sample was procured, this, in his opinion, was

conclusive evidence that the health of the animal, and consequently the milk, would

not have been affected by the abortion which took place two days later.

The Sheriff found the charge “Not proven. ’’

As part of my evidence I gave information regarding the samples procured at

the byre and also regarding the five official samples procured on the day after the

byre visit. No exception was, at the time, taken to this evidence by the Agent for

the Kespondent. We have never been in the habit of citing the Public Analyst as

a witness, and he did not give evidence on this occasion. When the Procurator-

Fiscal proceeded to put some questions to the Pespondent regarding these afore-

mentioned samples, his Agent objected, on the ground that Section 21 of the

2
)rincipal Act, which provides that the Analyst’s certificate will be conclusive if

not challenged previous to the trial, only applies to the complained of sample.

On the suggestion of the Procurator-Fiscal, the Sheriff recalled me, and I produced

the Analyst’s certificates regarding all the samples referred to.

The Agent, however, contended that this did not meet his objection, and he

asked that his objection be noted. This objection has never previously been taken

in Aberdeen, and we do not know whether it weighed with the Sheriff, but in

future milk cases, it has been decided to call the Public Analyst to give evidence

regarding samples submitted to him for analysis, which may have any bearing on

the case.

Producer' §, Sam'ple No. 20 .—On 27th November, samples were procured from

consignments of “morning,” “mid-day,” and “evening” milk then in coiime of

delivery by the same farmer.

The consignment of 15 gallons “morning” milk contained 2-80 per cent, fat

and 8-92 per cent, solids other than fat; while a mixed sample of the “morning”

milk of the whole herd (18 cows) contained 2*92 per cent, fat and 8*99 per cent,

solids other than fat.

When at the byre the farmer stated that he was of opinion that the poor

quality of the “morning” milk was due to the fact that at that time five of his

cows were “running,” and requested that a sample should be taken of the milk of

these cows. This was done and the sample was certified to contain 3*65 per cent,

fat and 8*84 per cent, solids other than fat. The milk of these' five cows was, of

course, included in the samj^le taken of the milk of the whole herd.

I find that the opinion is general on the part of some farmers that when cows

are “running” their milk is bound to be deficient in fat. I have on several

occasions taken samples of milk of cows in this condition, but have not found

a single sample deficient in fat.

The consignment of 10 gallons “mid-day” milk contained 3*46 per cent, fat

and 9*07 per cent, solids other than fat; while a mixed sample of the milk of the

eleven cows milked at mid-day contained 3*75 per cent, fat and 8*99 per cent, solids

other than fat.
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The consignment of 15 gallons ''evening” milk contained 3-34 per cent, fat

and 9 '00 per cent, solids other than fat; while the mixed sample of the evening

milk procured at the byre contained 3-50 per cent, fat and 8'92 per cent, solids

other than fat.

The hours of milking were 6 a.m., 12 noon, and 7*30 p.m.

Since the complained of sample v/as procured the interval between the "evening
”

and "morning” milkings has been shortened. About a week after this was done,

the farmer handed me a sample which he stated was a mixed sample of the

"morning” milk of the whole herd. This sample contained 3-10 per cent, fat and

9-15 per cent, solids other than fat.

It ought to be mentioned that since this farmer commenced sending milk to

the City in 1919, 8 samples had previously been procured and all v/ere found to be

genuine.

Troducer' Si Sample No. 21 .—On 14th December, a sample from a consignment

of 2 gallons "morning” milk was certified to contain 2*88 per cent, fat and 8-83

per cent, solids other than fat; while a sample from a consignmennt of 9 gallons

"evening ” milk contained 3*48 per cent, fat and 9*16 per cent, solids other than fat.

The byre was visited in the morning, and a sample procured of the mixed milk

of the herd (12 cows) and this sample contained 2*80 per cent, fat and 8-38 per cent,

solids other than fat.

At the request of the farmer, samples were taken from each of two pairs of

cows which he thought might have yielded the two gallons of milk referred to.

One of these samples contained 3-40 per cent, fat and 8-62 per cent, solids other than

fat; while the other sample contained 3‘30 per cent, fat and 8*55 per cent, solids

r-ther than fat.

Fifteen samples have been procured from this farmer in past years and all

have been found to be genuine.

In view of the fact that one of the points to which the special attention of the

Inter-Departmental Committee appointed by the Scottish Board of Health was

directed was the "presumptive or legal standard ” for milk, it is of interest to

observe that the average quantities of fat and solids other than fat in all the samples

analysed was as follows :
—

Yp«t. No of Samples. Fat. Solids not Fat.

1919 262 3*38 8*95

1920, 272 3*48 8*96

1921, 429 3*50 8*89

1922, 445 3*53 8*91

1923, 462 3*58 8*88

No similar information is available for the earlier years.

In calculating the averages for the year 1921, no account has been taken of two
abnormal samples which contained, respectively, 17*24 per cent, fat and 7*76 per

cent, solids other than fat, and 8*23 per cent, fat and 8*69 per cent, solids other than
fat. Similarly in calculating the averages for the past year, no account has been
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taken of a sample which contained 8*59 per cent, fat and 8-09 per cent, solids

other than fat.

It will be observed that the percentage of fat is steadily increasing.

Unofficial Samjiles of Siveet Milh.

In August, Mr. A. B. Weir was appointed full-time Public Analyst for the

City. Prior to that time 259 unofficial samples were procured and examined for

fat in the Public Health Laboratery. Of these samples, 205 were taken on delivery

at City dairies from consignments which were collected by the dairymen outside the

City. None of these consignments was definitely under the standard. The remaining

54 samples were mainly taken from suspicious supplies which are kept under close

observation.

Since, the date of Mr. Weir’s appointment, all informal samples have been

analysed by him. The number so analysed was 107, of which 9 were found to be

under the standard. Five of these samples were procured in connection with the

case referred to on p. 46, while the remaining four were taken from consignments

which had been taken delivery of outside the City. Two of these samples were

from the same farmer, and this case was reported to the County Authorities, who

procured samples on two occasions. On each occasion the milk was certified to be

above the standard, although there is a suspicion that this milk is being “toned

down ” from time to time.

I have to record my indebtedness to the County Authorities of Aberdeen and

Kincardine for their willingness at all times to procure samples from consignments

taken delivery of within their districts, which consignments have been found on

their arrival within the City to be under the standard.

Skimm ed MiIk .

Forty-eight official samples of skimmed milk were procured in the course of

the year, and all were found genuine.

The following table gives particulars as to the number of samples of skimmed

milk taken since 1914:—
Year.

1914,

1915,

1916,

1917,

1918,

1919,

1920,

1921,

1922,

1923,

No. of No. mvler Percent {.ge

Samples. Standard. under Standard.

7 0 0-0

25 0 0-0

58 11 19-0

50 2 4-0

18 1 5-6

17 ^ 2 1P8

24 1 4-2

34 0 0-0

40 0 00
48 0 0-0

Totals, 321 17 5-3
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It will be observed that since 1st January, 1921, 122 samples have been pro-

cured, and all of these have been certified to be genuine.

The average {>ercentages of fat and solids other than fat contained in the

samples of skimmed milk procured during the last five years was as under:—
Year,

No. of

Samples. Fat. Solids not Fat.

1919, 17 1-71 8-86

1920, 24 M7 8-91

1921, 34 1-39 8-89

1922, 40 1-21 8-87

1923, 48 M3 8-92

A considerable portion of the skimmed milk sold in Aberdeen is hand-skimmed.

The percentages of fat in this class of milk ranged from T08 to 2’30. As regards

'separated^’ milk, the percentages ranged from O' 15 to TOO.

Comie n sed Mdk.

Twelve samples of condensed milk were purchased in order to see whether

the requirements 'of the Public Health (Condensed Milk) Regulations (Scotland),

1923, were being complied with. Prior to these Regulations coming into operation, a

circular was sent to all wholesale and retail merchants giving details of the

Regulations.

Of the 12 samples purch8.sed, two were found not to be properly labelled.

These cases were reported to the Procurator-Fiscal and summonses were issued.

As the respondents satisfied the Procurator-Fiscal and myself that the contra-

ventions were due to accidental causes, the cases were settled out of Court, on each

respondent paying the expenses incurred, viz., twenty-five shillings.

Five of the samples were analysed by the Public Analyst, and were all certified

to comply with the requirements of the Regulations. Undernoted are particulars :
—

Description of Condensed 5Iilk.

j

1

Result ok Analysis. Prescribed Standard.

Jlilk Fat. All Milk Solids. Milk Fat. AH Milk Solids.

I

Full Cream, Unsweetened, .
9-12 31-19 9-0 31-0

j

Full Cream, Sweetened, . .
;

913 41 80 9-0 31-0

,
Skimmed, Sweetened, . 0-20 39-68 26-0

Full Cream, Sweetened, . . I
9-23 34-46 9-0 31-0

Full Cream, Un.' weetened, , 9-00 31 00 9 0 31-0

Cre<nii.

Eight samples of cream were purchased.

In view of the recommendations of the Inter-Pepartmental Committee, viz.,

that ordinary cream should contain 10 per cent, butter fat, the undernoted par-
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ticiilars as to prices and quality are of iiiterest. Half a pint was purchased in each

case :
—

No.

^ 1
,

^2,

^3,

+ 4
,

t 5,

^ 6
,

^ 7
,

* 8
,

Cheese.

Nine samples were purchased, and all found genuine.

Butter.

Thirty-four official and 17 informal samples were prooured. Two of the in-

formal samples were found to be under the standard, containing, respectively, 16’8

and 17‘4 per cent, water. Official samples were subsequently purchased and certified

to be genuine.

Marejarine.

Sixteen samples were purchased, and all were genuine.

In five cases it was found that the requirements of the Acts as regards labelling

were not being fully complied with. Letters ol warning, accompanied by a circTilar

containing particulars of the requirements, were sent to all offenders.

Dripin nej an el JjCirel.

Four samples of dripping and five of lard were purchased. All were genuine.

Tea and Coffee.

One informal sample of tea was procured, as the householder was of opinion

that the tea contained some injurious substance. No such substance was, however,

found by the Analyst.

Seven samples of coffee were certified to be genuine.
7

II on ey.

At the request of a grocer, one inforjiial sample was procured, as the seller was

of opinion that the honey contained some foreign matter. The sample was, however,

certified to* be genuine.

Oatmeal.

Eight official samples were procured, and all found genuine.

Price.

3d.

8d.

6d.

6d.

6d.

8d.

5d.

8d.

Fat.

7-77

24-53

14-

71

26-48

18-24

17-24

10-46

15-

79

Soliils not Fat.

7-92

4-

27

6-89

6-22

5-

06

5-

16

6-

64

4-91

* Purchased from retailers,

t Purchased from producers.
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L\w ned Tomatoes.

In view of the fact that an excess quantity of tin had been found in canned

tomatoes, nine samples of tomatoes were purchased, but in none of the samples was

anything of an injurious nature found.

As a similar excess of tin had been found in tomato pulp, inquiry was made at

all the shipping sheds with the view of having samples taken under the powers

contained in the Public Health (Unsound Food) Pegulations. It was found,

however, that no tomato pulp had been landed at the port for a considerable time.

Spints.

Fourteen samples of whisky, 7 of rum, 1 of brandy, and 1 of gin were purchased.

Three samples of whisky and 2 samples of rpm were found to be weaker than 35

degrees under proof. Undernoted are particulars:—
One sample of whisky was certified to be 48‘31 degrees under proof. The seller

pled guilty, and was fined £7.

A sample of whisky was certified by the Public Analyst to be 37’ 78 degrees

under proof, but, on the third part being sent to the Government Chemist, it was

certified to be only 35‘9 degrees under proof.

A sample of rum was certified to be 35' 79 degrees under proof, but, on the

third part being sent to the Government Chemist, it was certified to be only 34'

7

degrees under proof.

In view of the different results obtained in the case of the two last-mentioned

samples, and particularly in view of the fact that in each case the deficiency was

slight, it was decided to withdraw these two complaints.

Of the two remaining deficient samples, one was whisky, which was certified to

be 49'40 degrees under proof. A notice was exhibited in the bar to the effect that

the whisky was 48 degrees under proof. The case was reported for prosecution, and

the seller was fined <£3 3s.

A sample of rum was certified to be 48' 95 degrees under proof, but in this case

a notice was exhibited to the effect that the rum was 49 degrees under proof.

Of the 23 samples, 9 were purchased in public-houses and 14 in grocers’ shops.

Three of the deficient samples were purchased from grocers and 2 from publicans.

Two samples of red wine were analysed, and found to be genuine.

Drugs.

Twenty-eight samples of drugs were purchased—22 being informal samples and
the remaining 6 official samples. Two of the informal and one of the official samples

were found to be deficient.

One of the informal samples found deficient consisted of sweet spirits of nitre,

which was certified to contain O' 74 per cent, ethyl nitrite, being a deficiency of 51

per cent, below the minimum of T52 per cent, ethyl nitrite. The quantity supplied

was all that remained in the bottle at the time of purchase, and it was possible that

the drug might have deteriorated through storage. Another sample was purchased
3ome time later, and this w^as certified genuine.
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The other deficient informal sample was of camphorated oil, which was certified

not tO' be camphorated oil. An official sample was subsequently purchased, and it

was certified to contain not more than 2 per cent, camphor, being a deficiency of

18 per cent, under the quantity of 20 per cent, camphor in camphorated oil, as

defined in the British Pharmacopoeia.

Prior to procuring the official sample, I had purchased, by the hands of a

messenger, threepence worth of camphorated oil. On entering the shop immediately

thereafter and asking to be supplied with a quantity for the purpose of having the

same analysed by the Public Analyst, the chemist proceeded to the back shop and

took therefrom a bottle from which he was going to supply the camphorated oil.

I refused to take this oil, and pointed out that my assistant had already been

supplied with camphorated oil out of a bottle which was deposited on a shelf under-

neath the counter opposite which I was then standing. The chemist was very

reluctant to supply me out of this bottle, although when the bottle was produced it

was found to have affixed to it a^ label bearing the words Camphorated Oil. For

external use.’' The assistant, who sold the threepence worth of oil, admitted that

camphorated oil ” was asked for, and further admitted that he made no remark

whatever at the time of the purchase to indicate that the oil was not camphorated

oil.” It ought to be mentioned that when the informal sample was purchased a

fortnight previously, the oil was sold by the chemist himself as '^camphorated oil.”

Eventually the chemist supplied me, under protest, with the desired quantity

out of the bottle referred to, and volunteered the statement that the oil contained

the following ingredients:—Lin. Camph., 10 per cent,; Turpentine, 5 per cent.;

Oil Sassafras, 5 per cent.; and Oil Petroleum Flav., 80 per cent.

When the case came before the Court, the chemist pled guilty, but contended

that the oil he supplied was quite as good as—and, indeed, for some purposes better

than—camphorated oil. He was fined <£3.

In order to satisfy myself as to whether other chemists were selling a similar

compound as camphorated oil, I purchased 7 samples from shops in various parts of

the City. All these samples were certified to be genuine.

The remaining samples of drugS'—all of which wer^ certified as genuine'

—

consisted of olive oil, Easto-n’s syrup, blue pills, tartaric acid, cream of tartar,

Gregory’s powders, and zinc ointment.

The Sale of Food Order, 1921—Labelling of Imported Produce .—Only two con-

traventions—^each dealing with the insufficient labelling of Imported Meat— of the

above Order came under the notice of the Department. I.etters of warning were

sent to the shopkeepers, and on subsequent inspections it was found that the

requirements of the Order were being strictly complied with. j

HAG FLOCK ACT, 1911. \
Thirteen samples were procured under the above Act and duly analysed.

Eight of the samples were procured from upholsterers, 3 from bedding

manufacturers, and 2 from rag flock manufacturers.
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All the samples were reported as conforming with the standard prescribed by
the Regulations, the individual results being as follows :

—
CLlorint; (of Chlorides)

of Sample. per 100,000^parts of Flock.

1 4-0

2 8-0

3 2-6

4 3-5

5 6-1

6 2-6

7 5-2

8 2-6

9 2*6

10 19-25

11 2-6

12 2-6

13 4-4

POISONS AND PHARMACY ACT, 1908.

No fresh applications were received for permission to sell substances to be used

exclusively in agriculture or horticulture. Applications for the renewal of existing

licences were made and granted. The premises were visited from time to time, and

the arrangements for keeping poisonous substances found to be satisfactoiw.

FERTILISERS AND FEEDING STUFFS ACT, 1906.

During the year, four informal samples were procured from manufacturers or

wholesale merchants in order to see that the requirements of the above Act were

being complied with.

Undernoted are particulars as to the samples procured :
—

Feeding Stuffs.

[

AN'ALY.SIS as G CARAS peed. Analysis AS Focsi).

Descriptio.s of Sample.

Oil per cent.
Albuminoids ^

per cent.
Oil per cent.

Albuminoids
per cent.

Poultry Food .... G 10 7-C 10-3

Maizeko (Cooked Maize) . 1-34 12-12 5-52

1

10-61

It will be observed that the amount of oil present in each of the above samples,

even when allowance is made for the ^‘Limits of Error’’ provided by the Act, was
greater than what was stated in the invoice.
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Fertilisers.

Dkscription of Samplf.

An.\ly,sis as GUARANTERI). A.vAiiYSis AS Found.

Nitrojjen.
Insoluble
Phosphate. Nitrogen.

Insoluble
Phosphate.

Bone Meal.....
n round Phosphate

4 50

57

8-90
1

58-3 !

!

55 -28 ;

The peroeiitage of insoluble phosphat-es found in the sample of bone meal was

greater than stated in the invoice.

The Public Analyst communicated with the Secretary of the Board of Agri-

culture and was informed that all samples which show an excessive allowance for

error must be regarded as technically unsatisfactory. This information was sent to

the merchants.

SHOPS ACT, 1912, AND THE SHOPS (EABLY CLOSING) ACTS,
1920 AND 1921.

The provisions of these Acts, and the Half-Holiday Orders and Closing Orders

made under the principal Act, have been regularly enforced. In all, 7,598 inspec-

tions were made, and legal proceedings were instituted in 29 cases.

T1 nlf- TJ oliday 0rders.

No additional Order was made in the conrse of the year. It was not found

necessary to institute legal proceedings against anyone for failure to comply with

the provisions of any of the Half-Holiday Orders. In two cases it was found that

the shopkeepers had failed to close their shops at the prescribed hours. No

evidence was obtained, however, that customers had been served after the closing

hours, and it was accordingly deemed sufficient to send each of the shopkeepers a

letter of warning.

It was observed from an advertisement in the press that a firm of auctioneers

contemplated conducting a sale of drapery on the afternoon of the drapers’ half-

holiday, as also on the Saturday afternoon of that week. After the firm were

warned that prosecution would follow if they persisted selling on each of these

afternoons, the sale on the Saturday afternoon was cancelled.

Closing Orders binder Section 5 (for fixing the closing hour for the several days of

the week).

No additional Order was made during the year. As the result of inspections

made it was found that 8 shopkeepers had failed to close their shops at the pre-

scribed hours, but as there was no evidence that customers had been served, it was

not considered necessary to prosecute. The shopkeepers were, however, warned that

they must close the doors of their shops at the proper hours.
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Section 1(1) nnd (‘^)—Shop Assistants’ Half-Holiday

.

Two cases were discovered where the assistants did not receive a weekly half-

holiday. In each of these cases the assistants were "'young persons and were being

employed for more than 74 hours per week. Prosecutions were instituted in each

case and the shopkeepers were fined, respectively, 5s. with 25s. of expenses, and 30s.

with 27s. 8d. of expenses. In five cases it was found that the assistants were being

employed for short periods after P30 p.m. on the afternoon of their weekly half-

holiday. It was considered sufficient to send letters of warning to the offenders.

In 26 shops it was found that the assistants’ half-holiday notice was either

awanting or was not properly filled up. Letters of warning were sent in every case,

and, on subsequent inspection, it was found that proper notices were exhibited.

Section 1 (3)—Intervals for Meals.

Proceedings were instituted against a shopkeeper for failing to give his assistants

the prescribed tea interval. A fine of 25s. was imposed.

A shopkeeper was also prosecuted for failing to give his assistants the prescribed

dinner interval. He was fined 10s. with 25s. of expenses.

In three other cases it was found that the requirements of this Section were not

being strictly complied with, and in one case it was found that an assistant was being

employed for a period of six hours without receiving an interval of 20 minutes

within that period. After the attention of the shopkeepers had been dra^vn to

the contraventions, matters were rectified.

Section 2(1) and (3)—Hours of Hmployment of Young Persons under 18 years

of age.

Four contraventions of this Section—which requires that young persons must

not be employed more than 74 hours, including meal times, in one week—were dis-

covered. The offenders were two ic€>»i'eam dealers, a fish and chip restaurant keeper,

and a fancy goods dealer. As already stated, the assistants, in two of the cases,

also failed to receive the weekly half-holiday. Convictions were obtained in each

case. The hours worked by the assistants were, respectively, 79^-, 87, 90, and 93.

In view of the shortened hours which have been worked by all classes of employees,

it is difficult to realise that any shopkeeper would employ a person under 18 years

of age for a longer period than 74 hours per v/eek. A sharp lookout is being kept

for contraventions of a similar nature. Unfortunately, from a public health point

of view, the Act does not limit the number of hours during which a person over the

age of 18 years may be employed.

Letters were sent in 20 cases regarding the non-exhibition of the requisite

notices and the notices were duly procured.

Section 3—Seats for Female Shop A ssistaQits.

No contravention of this Section—which requires that in all rooms of a shop

where female assistants are employed in the serving of customers the occupier of the

shop shall provide seats behind the counter in the proportion of not less than one

seat to every three female shop assistants—was discovered.
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Section (1) and (3)—Ilalf-Tloliday Closing of Shops.

Several complaints were received regarding the occupiers of '"mixed” shops

selling non-exempted articles on the afternoon of the half-holiday, but, on an

attempt being made to purchase the articles complained of, the complaints were

not substantiated.

There is no doubt, however, that, as stated in previous reports, a number of

the occupiers of the smaller class of shop are guilty of this practice, but such sales

are only effected to regular customers, or to persons well known to the shopkeeper.

It is consec|uently difficult to discover offences. In fairness to the shopkeepers who

strictly conform with the requirements, a circular was issued to the occupiers of 133

mixed shops warning them that, if a contravention was discovered, prosecution

would follow.

Section 9—Provisions as to trading elsewhere than in shojis.

A complaint was served on a travelling herbalist for selling "Herbal Mixture ”

in a market place on the afternoon of the Chemists' weekly half-holiday. Before

the case was called, the accused had left the town and a warrant was granted to

apprehend. On his return, a considerable time afterwards, the accused was arrested.

Fie pled guilty, and was fined 10s., with 32s. 6d. of expenses.

Section 10 (1)—Conditions for Mixed'' Shops remaining open on the Weekly

Half-Holiday.

The attention of 22 shopkeepers was drawn tO' the fact that the notices required

under this Section were not being exhibited, and in every case the omission was

remedied.

Shop)s (Early Closing) Act, 1920, as amended hy the Act of 1921.

By these Acts the Order made in 1917 under the Defence of the Bealni Keg illa-

tions is continued in force, and has effect in the area of any Local Authority as if

it were a Closing Order made and confirmed under the Shops Act, 1912.

Numerous complaints have been received from shopkeepers regarding their

neighbours or competitors selling iioii-exempted articles after the closing hours pre-

scribed in the Act. In 22 cases proceedings were instituted, and convictions obtained

in 21 cases. The penalties, including expenses, aggregated £40. In the preceding

year, the number of prosecutions was 18, and in 1921, 29.

As stated in previous reports, considerable vexation and irritation exist among

certain shopkeepers and members of the public regarding the restrictions that are

still being kept in force as to trading. Everybody is agreed as to the desirability

of having all shops closed at as early an hour as possible, but these Acts permit the

sale of certain articles beyond the prescribed closing hour, so that the shop can be

kept open for the sale of these articles. It might be desirable for the legislature to

consider whether the time has not now come when these restrictions, which were

instituted as a war measure, should either be relaxed or abolished.

It will be recalled that in my Annual Report for 1920, an account was given

of a prosecution which was instituted against a local auctioneer for selling goods
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aft-er the prescribed closing hour. The door of the saleroom was closed at 8 p.rn.

and no one was allowed to enter after that hour. The agent for the auctioneer

contended that as all the sales complained of were made to customers who were in

the saleroom before the closing hour, there was no contravention of the Act. The

Sheriff, in finding the accused “not guilty,"' said that the auctioneer was entitled

to finish the sale, and the circumstances were such as to bring him completely under

the exemption provided by the Act.

It is of interest to report that in the course of the past year, a decision of the

stipendiary magistrate for the county burgh of Salford was the subject of an appeal

before the Queen’s bench. The particulars of the complaint, which were almost

identical with the local case referred to, were as follows :—Informations were laid

against the appellants—the occupiers of an auction saleroom—for not closing at

the appointed hour a shop where retail sales by auction were carried on. It was

proved that after 8 p.m. on the days complained of, about 200 persons who had

entered the premises before 8 p.m. remained on the premises. No new customers

were admitted after 8 p.m., but a number of lots of furniture were put up for sale

among those who' had remained, and some of the said lots were sold. The stipendiary

convicted, and fined the appellants on each of the complaints.

It was held that the conviction was right. Paragraph 2 of Part I. of the

Schedule to the Shops (Early Closing) Act, 1920—which provides: “This Order

shall not prevent the serving of a customer where it is proved that the customer was

in the shop before the closing hour ”—was meant to apply to the case of a purchaser

who had accidentally failed to complete an intended purchase by 8 p.m. It did not

allow a shopkeeper to collect a large number of persons on his premises before 8

o’clock in order that he might carry on his business to a much later hour by inviting

them to bid for articles which they had not set out to purchase, and which were not

in process of being sold before 8 p.m.

The appellants based their appeal on the following grounds:—
(ci) The convictions were erroneous in point of law

;

(h) There was no evidence to support them

;

(c) On the facts proved no offence had been committed;

{d) The facts proved did not support the convictions; and

(e) The convictions were contrary to law.

The leading judge, in giving his opinion, stated, inter alia :

—“It is not necessary

to attempt to lay down an exhaustive definition of what is permitted by Paragraph

2, but upon the materials before the learned stipendiary, it is quite clear that he had
ample grounds for coming to the conclusion that that which was complained of was

not protected by the exceptions in Paragraph 2. There is obviously a clear difference

between offering after the closing hour as against invitation to buy—urging the

general pubUc in large numbers to be present before 8 o’clock in order that articles

may be offered for sale, particular persons among whom may be persuaded to becom.e

customers—^and, on the other hand, serving in an emergency, a customer who
happens to be in the shop before the closing hour. In other words, it has been
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suggested that there is a contrast between a general keeping open, of a shop in order

to invite persons to become customers, and, on the other hand, a serving in an

emergency of a particular existing customer who happens to be caught in the shop,

so to say, by the coming of the closing hour. I am not attempting to imagine, much

less to lay down, an exhaustive description of what is permitted by Paragraph 2,

but I have no doubt whatever that there were ample materials upon which the

learned stipendiary could conclude that Paragraph 2 did not permit what was com-

plained of. I think, therefore, that this appeal must be dismissed.’’ The other two

judges concurred in this opinion.

I thought it right to communicate with all the local auctioneers regarding this

decision, and it is gratifying to be able to report that all the auctioneers who were

in the habit of shutting the doors of their salerooms at the prescribed closing hour

and continuing to sell to persons who were within the premises before the closing

hour have now discontinued this practice.

EXTERMINATION OF RATS.

The agreement entered into in 1917 between a number of citizens—mainly the

proprietors of food warehouses and similar premises—under which the services of

the two Corporation ratcatchers were made available to the contributors to' the

scheme, is still in operation. The number of contributors at the end of 1923 was

56. This is a decrease of 1 as compared with the previous year. The number of

visits paid to their premises during the year was 2,445.

The services of the ratcatchers were also made available, on request, for 109

citizens’ premises which were found to be infested with rats, on payment of the

charges fixed by the Sub-Committee in charge of the scheme. The number of

similar premises dealt with in the previous year was 123.

The ratcatchers periodically visit all open places such as rubbish tips, railway

embankments, burns, &c.
,
and also all premises belonging to the Town Council

which are known to be infested with rats.

Undernoted are particulars regarding the number of poisoned baits laid during

the year :

—

Contributors’
Premises.

Non-Contributors’
Premises.

Town Council
Premises.

Total.

Number of pieces of Poison 44,895 ^ 10,757 14,901 76,553

Feed laid,

1
Number of pieces of Poison 13,567 3,934 7,919 25,420

Feed eaten.

11| pints.Liquid Poison laid, . 11^ pints.

Do. consumed,

.

2i do. 2i do.

Dry Poison Feed (Mice) 17| ounces. ! ounce.". 6t ounces. 1 lb. 13i oz.

1
laid,

Dry Poison Feed (Mice)

1

eaten,
2^ do. U do. 1 ounce.

1

43^ ounces.

l
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Following upon a suggestion made by the Board of Agriculture, a ''Rat Week

was held during the last week of March. In the previous year, the Board suggested

two "Rat Weeks”—the first in March and the second in November.

As was done in former "Rat Weeks,” temporary premises were rented by the

Department for the sale of rat poison. The only poison sold was red squill, which

is non-injurious to human beings and domestic animals. Each purchaser was supplied

with a set of instructions giving full information as to how the poison was used,

and was also supplied with a stamped post card on which he was asked to give

particulars as to the results obtained. It was recommended that baits should be laid

at least three times. Between 2,000 and 3,000 leaflets, inviting the occupiers of

all rat-infested premises to take part in the campaign were distributed. Advertise-

ments were also inseided in the local press. During "Rat Week ” the Department’s

ratcatchers were solely employed in laying poisoned baits in rubbish tips, burns,

sewers, and other public places.

As a supplement to the work done by the Department in connection with the

extermination of rats, the sale of red squill in the Public Health Office was com-

menced in June last. Scarcely a day passes without some poison being sold.

Undernoted are particulars as to the quantities of poison sold during "Rat

Week ” and during the period from 1st June to 31st December :
—

Rat Week. From 1st June to 31st December.
j

City
Purchasers.

Country
Purchasers.

Total. . City
Purchasers.

Countr\-
Purchasers.

!

Total.

1

5-oz. bottles 174 65 239 113 29

1

112

10-oz. do. 75 69 144
j

65 23 88

2”) oz. do. 17 33 50 14 19 33

Totals, . 260 167 433
i

192
'

71

1

263

It is disappointing again to have to report that a very large proportion of the

purchasers failed to return the post cards, although every purchaser is urged to do so.
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Undernoted is a summary of the information contained in the post cards :
—

Rat Week—26th to 31st March.

CITY PURCHASERS.

Number of Post Cards. First Occasion. Second Occasion. Third Occasion.

Issued.
j

Returned. Laid. Missinj-. Laid. Missin^j. Laid. Missir<;-.

I

1

256 67 1,834 773 1,380 406 778 1 15

Percentaoje of Baits r
missing' . . j

j

42 per cent.

1

29 per cent. 15 per cent.

Numter of baits laid by ratcatchers in public places, . . 7,589

Number of such baits taken away, .... 3,723

Percentage taken away, . . . . .49 per cent.

COUNTRY PURCHASERS.

Number of Post Cards. First Occasion. Second Occasion. Third Occasion.

Issued. Returned. Laid. Missing. Laid. Missing. Laid. Missing.

167 39
!

1,176 783

1

1

961 326 656 159

Percentage of Baits'!

missing . . j

67 [)er cent.
1

34 per cent.
1

'24 per cent.

Office Sales from 1st June to 31st December

.

CITY PURCHASERS.

Number of Post Cards. First Occasion. Second Occasion. Tliird Occasion.

Issued. Returned. Laid. Missing. Laid. Missing. Laid. Missing.

192 18 382
i

- 259 244 76 191 32

Percentage of Baits)

1

mussing . ./j
1

68 per cent. i 31 per cent. 17 per ce^it.

COUNTRY PURCHASERS.

Number of Post Cards. First Occasion. Second Occasion. Third Occasion.

Issued. Returned. Laid. Missing. Laid. .Missing. Laid. Missing.

71 14 546 450 481 302 209 104

' Percentage of Baits)
' mi.ssing . . j

82 per cent. 63 per cent.
’

50 per cent.



As part of their routine duty, all the District Inspectors keep a lookout for

rat-infested premises and when such are found, and sufficient steps are not being

taken to exterminate the rats, a notice is served under the Rats and Mice Destruc-

tion Act, 1920, upon either the occupier or owner. The number of such notices

served during the past year v/a.s 54. The corresponding number in each of the three

preceding years was, respectively, 108 in 1922, 176 in 1921, and 79 in 1920. It

would appear, therefore, as if the constant and steady work which is being done in

connection with rat extermination is assisting materially in keeping down the

vermin.

When dealing with rat-infested premises, every effort is made to prevent re-

infestation. Generally speaking, we find that owners of properties are quite willing

to co-operate both in exterminating the rats and also in taking steps to prevent re-

infestation of the premises. The fact remains, however, that under the Rats and

Mice Destruction Act, the onus of doing so is placed solely upon the occupier. As
stated in previous reports, it would be a great advantage if power were given, as

ill the Public Health Act, in connection with nuisances to serve the notices on either

the occupier or the owner, and, if necessary, on both these parties.

Valuable assistance continues to be rendered by the Burgh Surveyor’s

Department in raising the pavements and closing up the rat runs.

COMMON LODGING-HOUSES AND HOUSES LET IN LODGINGS.

At the end of 1923, there were only two common lodging-houses in the City,

viz.
,
the Sailors’ Home and the Home for Deep Sea. Fishermen,n The number of honses let in lodgings on the register was 38. This number

includes four houses which were formerly registered as common lodging-hoiises, but

which, on account of the charge per night having been in 1920 increased beyond

the simi of 6d., were transferred to' the register of honses let in lodgings.

Forty day visits and 21 night visits were made to the common lodging-houses

—

while 486 day and 180 night visits were paid to the houses let in lodgings. The

houses were all kept in good repair and in a cleanly condition, and no serious

contravention of the bye-lav/s was discovered. Particular attention is paid to the

cleanliness of the bedding.

SANITARY CONDITION OF THEATRES, MUSIC HALLS, CINEMAS, &c.

! Following upon the circular letter from the Scottish Board of Health, dated

6th December, 1920, all the places of public entertainment were periodically visited

during the year. The number of licensed places of amusement is 36, and the

number of visits paid was 175.

1
Undernoted are particulars as to the work carried out at the instance of the

Department :
—

Number of insj>ections, . . . . . ,175
I

Improved ventilation provided for dressing-room, ... 1
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Sashcords for windows renewed, ..... 8

Cords for ventilators provided, ..... 5

Premises in which seats were cleaned, . . . .14
Premises in which seats were repaired, .... 4

Floors of halls cleaned, . . . ... .3
Floors of dressing-rooms cleaned, ..... 2

Floors of passages cleaned, . . . . . .5
Stairs cleaned, ....... 2

Walls of halls cleaned, . . . . .15
Walls and ceilings of dressing-rooms cleaned, ... 4

Walls and ceiling of kitchen cleaned, . . . . 1

Walls and ceilings of staircases and passages cleaned, . . 12

Walls and ceilings of water-closets cleaned, . . . .41
Walls and ceilings of urinals cleaned, .... 5

Walls and ceiling of store cleaned, ..... 1

Basins of water-closets cleaned, ..... 7

Urinal stalls cleaned, *
. . . . . .5

Floor coverings renewed or repaired, .... 2

Stair coverings renewed or repaired, . . . . .2
Urinals repaired, ....... 4

Water-closet cistern repaired, ..... 1

Windows of halls repaired or reglazed, .... 8

Windows of water-closets repaired or reglazed, . . . G

Windows cleaned, ....... 6

Plaster on walls and ceilings repaired, .... 9

Grating provided for fresh-air inlet,..... 1

Choked drains or pipes cleared, ..... 3

Accumulations of rubbish removed,..... 5

PORT SANPrARY INSPECTION.

In accordance with the scheme of Port Sanitary Administration prepared by the

Local Authority and approved by the Scottish Board of Health, 367 vessels— 280 British

and 87 Foreign—were inspected during the year. Of these, 92 Avere found to be un-

satisfactory. The Department receive daily a list of all the arrivals and departures and

all vessels from foreign ports are inspected as soon as possible after arrival. Altogether,

535 visits to ships were made during the year.

Careful inquiry is made regarding the presence of rats, but in comparatively few cases

have we found any evidence of, or has it been admitted that there Avas, rat infestation.

There is no doubt, hoAvever, that there are very fcAV vessels in Avhich there are not, at r

times, rats in some parts of the vessel, such as the galleys or sleeping quarters. In the I

majority of vessels, however, dogs and cats are carried, and by means of these, as also by H

the use of traps and poison, the number of rats is kept down.

The services of the Department’s ratcatchers were employed in connection Avith four |

vessels in the course of the year.
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Uiulernoted are particulars as to the sanitary defects or nuisances found :

—

t'orecastlet:, Iiooms, d&c.

Floors dirty .... 11 Ports defective .... 3

Walls dirty .... 16 Ship sides leaking 3

Tables and benches dirty . 9 Deck leaking .... 5

Bunks and bedding dirty 12 Heating stoves defective 4

Food lockers dirty . 2 Flue pipes defective 2

Pantry dirty .... 1 Stairways out of repair 5

Galleys dirty .... 2 Seats out of repair 2

Storeroom dirty 1 Inadequate ventilation 3

Utensils dirty 4 Inadequate lighting 1

Drinking water tanks dirty 3 Drinking water tank in unsuitable

position .... 1

Gear .Gored in bunks 8 Water pumps defective 2

Water-closets, Wash-houses, <kc.

Floors of w.c.’s dirty 8 Gear stored in w.c. apartments 5

Basins of w.c.’s dirty 7 Basins of w.c.’s defective 2

Ablution benches dirty . . 2

Preve?ition of Smoke.

Nuisance abated ... 1

INFECTIOUS DISEASE.

There were, in all, 1,012 cases of iiifectio'us disease removed to, or treated in,

the various hospitals, and 101 cases were removed to the Reception House. In

addition, 153 cases of marasmus were treated in the City Hospital. The number of

cases of infectious disease supervised at home was 1,556. The most prevalent

infectious disease was measles, of which disease there were 594 cases. There were

335 cases of primary pneumonia, 271 of scarlet fever, 263 of pulmonary tuber-

culosis, 255 of chicken-pox, 189 of diphtheria and membranous croup, 137 of

non-pulmonary tuberculosis, 110 of erysipelas, 87 of whooping cough, 63 of

ophthalmia neonatorum, 20 of typhoid fever, 17 of acute influenzal pneumonia,

15 of puerperal fever, 5 of epidemic cerebroi-spinal meningitis, 3 of malaria, 2 of

German measles, 1 of small-pox, and 1 of para-typhoid A.

The usual notices were in every case served under Section 50 (2) and Section

53 (2) of the Public Health (Scotland) Act, 1897.

There were 1,998 intimations made to school teachers, 2,206 houses and 2,559

sets of clothing and bedding disinfected, and 344 chaff beds destroyed.

INTERMENTS.

Applications were received in 21 cases under Section 69 of the Public Health
(Scotland) Act, 1897, to bury unclaimed bodies or the bodies of persons whose
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relatives were unable to do so, as compared with 47 applications in 1922, 25 in

1921, and 18 in 1920.

Nineteen; of the applications were granted, at a cost to the Department of

J047 2s., of which <£15 13s. 6d. was refunded by relatives and paid over to the

City Chamberlain.

The ages of the interred were'— 11 under 1 year of age, 2 between 1 and 12

years, and 6 from 12 years of age and upwards.

All the interments were earned out in Trinity Cemetery.

PROSECUTIONS.

Particulars as to the prosecutions instituted by the Department in the course

of the year will be found in Appendix IV.

I am, Gentlemen,

Your obedient servant,

JAMES CUMMING,
Sanitary Inspector.
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APPENDIX I.

STATEMENT OF PROCEEDINGS UNDER THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND OTHER ACTS

DURING 1923.

Number.

Subordinate Sanitary Inspectors employed, ....... 12

I.—Nuisances.

Complaints received, .......... 3,236

Intimations under Section 19, . . . . . . . . .8,571
Notices served under Section 20,......... 596

Cases in which Le^al Proceedings were taken, ....... 8

II.—Workshops.

Inspections, ........... 3,511

Notices served under Section 2 (3) of Factory and Workshop Act, 1901, . . . 653

Cases in which Legal Proceedings were taken, ....... 0

III.—Tents and Vans.

Inspections, ........... 42

IV.— Underground Dwellings.

Reported to Local Authority, ......... 0

Notices to Owners (Section 74), ......... 0

V.—Common Lodging-Houses.

On Register at 1st January, 1923, ........ 2

Registered during year (not to include Renewals), ...... 0

Renewals of Registration,.......... 2

Removed from Register, .......... 0

On Register at 31st December, 1923, ........ 2

^Common Lodging-Houses belonging to the Local Authority,..... 1

Inspections between 8 a.m. and 10 p. m., . . . . . 40

Inspections between 10 p.m. and 8 a. m.,........ 21

Intimations of Irregularities sent to Keef)ers, ....... 0

Cases of Infectious Disease reported to Medical Officer (Section 97), . . . . 0

Unregistered Premises dealt with, ........ 0

Cases in which Legal Proceedings were taken (Breaches of Bye-laws, &c.), . . . 0

* Meantime registered as a “ House Let in Lodgings.”

VI. -Houses Let in Lodgings.

On Register at 1st January, 1923, ........ 34

Registered during year, .......... 5

Removed from Register, ......... 1

On Register at 3 Lst December, 1923, ........ 3S

Inspections, ........... 666

Cases in which Legal Proceedings were taken, ....... 0
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VII.—Infectious Diseases.

Visits of Inquiry, &c. ,
.......... 7,695

Patients removed to Hospital, . . . . . . . . .1,165
Persons removed to House of Reception,........ 101

Notices served under Section 50 (2),’^
^

Notices served under Section 53 (2),/
‘ ‘ ‘ ' ' ' • 'j

Intimations to Education Authorities, Teachers, &c., ...... 1,998

Houses and Premises disinfected, ........ 2,206

Sets of Clothing, Bedding, &c., disinfected or destroyed, ..... 2,559

Cases in which Legal Proceedings were taken, ....... 0

VIII.—Burials.

Burials undertaken in terms of Section 69, ....... 20

IX.—Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshop.s.

On Register at 1st January, 1923, . . . . . . . . 652

Registered during year, . . . . . . . . . .201
Removed from Register, . . . . . . . . . .163
On Register at 31st December, 1923, . . . . . . . . 690

Inspections, ........... 3,195

Contraventions of Orders or Regulations dealt with, ...... 57

Cases in which Legal Proceedings were taken, ....... 2

X.—Slaughter-Houses and Offensive Trades.

Applications under Section 32 for sanction to establish, ..... 6

Applications granted, .......... *3

Applications under Section 33 for Licence or Renewal of Licence, .... 7

Applications granted, .......... 7

Public Slaughter-Houses (if any) belonging to Local Authority, . . . . 0

Private Slaughter-Houses, . ......... 5

Unlicensed Slaughter-Houses dealt with, ....... 0

Inspections of Slaughter-Houses, . . .
' . . . . . . 2,290

Inspections of other Offensive Businesses, ....... 2,475

Number of such other Offensive Businesses at 31st December, 1923, .... 48

Cases in which Legal Proceedings were taken (Breaches of Bye-laws, &c. ), . . . 0

* Three applications not yet disposed of.

XI.—Unsound Food.

Inspections under Section 43, ......... 6,846

Seizures of Unsound Food, ......... 668

Animals or Carcases or Articles of Food destroyed with Owner’s Consent by or at the

instance of the Sanitary Inspector, . ^ . . . . . . 668

Cases in which Owners of Unsound Food were prosecuted, ..... 0

XII. —Sale of Food and Drugs Acts.

Samples procured for Analysis, ......... 796

Certified to be Genuine, .......... 755

Certified to be Adulterated, . . . . . . . . .41
Cases in which Legal Proceedings were taken, . . . . . . . 14

Cases in which Legal Proceedings were successful, . . . . . . H
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XIII.

—

Rag Flock Act, 1911.

Samples procured for Analysis, . . . . . . . . .13
Certified to conform to Board’s standard, ... ... 13

Certified not to conform to Board’s standard,

Ca'Cs in which Legal Proceedings were taken,

XIV.—Bye-Laws.

Inspections in carrying out Bye laws relating to

—

(a) Pig-styes, .... ..... 401

(h) Other sanitary matters, . . ...... 0

o

o
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APPENDIX IT.

INSPECTIONS OF FOOD.

Number and Place of Inspections of Food during Year 1923

Fish Market, .... 336 Fleshers’ Shops, . 159

Shipping Sheds,.... 90 Fruiterers’ Shops, —
Fish-curing Premises, 708 Restaurants, 21

Slaughter-houses, . 2,290 New Market Hall, 244

Meat Marts, .... 1,702 Street Markets, . 153

Provision Curing Works, 200 Other Premises, . . 1,940

Wholesale Warehouses, 216
Total, . 8,123

Grocers’ Shops, .... 33

Fishmongers’ Shops, . 31

Unsound Food Seized or Destroyed during year 1923 .

Weight in Lbs.
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January, 92 20,147 9.32 686 182 26 337 42

February, . 65 13,560 37 56 83 993 2.38

March, . 110 28,380 59 442 62 490 351 448

April, . . 1.33 25,795 70 668 774 470 1,030 4,592

May, . . 178 41,204 131 214 519 856 966 • ••

June, . 120 20,011 22 428 760 320 963 1,346

July, . 94 14,774 66 916 624 1,.372 720

August, 100 12,318 188 146 145 754 1,004 1,628

September, . . 110 17,773 177 241 897 575 18 616 126

October, 144 21,600 554 1,092 679 .36 1,181

November, 125 18,409 190 163 998 495 617 448

December, . . 127 23,858 67 748 1,070 290

1,.398 257,829 837 3,958 7,653 6,598 36 26 18 9,720 9,588

* Including offal where forming only part of seizure.

Food Inspections. —Summary for years 1914 to 1923 .

7

1914. 1915. 1916. 1917. 1918. 1919. 1920. 1921. 1922. 1923.

Number of Inspections, 10,245 11,009 11,100 11,370 10,433 10,416 9,828 10,080 8,507 8,123

Number of Seizures,

Weight of Food Seized

908 1,099 1,157 1,052 1,680 2,464 2,504 1,3.50 1,328 1,.398

(Tons),

Number of Cases dealt

142 125 .399 96 173 270 272 1.3.3 1.56 132

with by Magistrates, . 2 5 1 2 ...

Legal Proceedings instituted, 1 .3 1 2

Fines Imposed, . £5 £22 7s. ... £5 18s. 6d. ... £10 10s. ...
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APPENDIX III.

LIST OF REGISTERED WORKSHOPS IN ABERDEEN AT 31st DECEMBER, 1923,

WITH NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES.

Description of Works! op.

Agricultural Implement Maker, .

Bakers, .....
Basketmakers, ....
Blacksmiths, ....
Bootmakers, ....
Bottlers, .....
Brushmaker, ....
Cartwrights, ....
Carvers (including Gilders),

Confectioners, ....
Coopers, . •

Corkcutter,.....
Corset Makers, ....
Cycle Repairers, ....
Dentists (Mechanical),

Embroiderer, ....
Engravers, . . . - .

Furriers,

Fishcurers, .....
Fishdriers, .....
Fishing Net Makers, .

Fish Packers, ....
Fish Box Washers,

Fishing Tackle Makers,

Furniture, Makers of, .

Gold Paint Manufacturer, .

Golf Club Repairer,

Gut or Tripe Cleaner, .

Health Salt Manufacturer, .

Ham Curers, ....
Indiarubber Merchants,

Joiners, .....
Japanner, .....
Laundries,

Mattress Makers,

Milliners, .....
Motor Repairers,

Oil Manufacturers,

Optician, .....
Painters (including Glass Stainers),

Paper Bag Makers,

Photographers, ....
Piano Repairers,....
Picture Frame Makers,

Number

No. of

Male
Employees.

No. of

Female
Employees.

1 — —
39 45 43

3 11 —
20 33 —
22 23 1

11 28 26

1 2 —
2 3 —
4 3 —

11 9 3

10 27 —
1 — —
2 — 1

18 23 —
4 11 —
1 — 2

5 7 —
2 — 8

92 ... 261 613

5 87 —
7 14 56

77 ... 139 43

12 23 —
2 2 48

36 57 57

1 1 2

1 1 —
1 7 11

1 — 3

2 2 1

2 1 2

15 18 —
1 3 —
7 — 39

2 2 2

33 — 70

4 8 —
o 5 —
1 1 —

28 194 2

2 — 50

14 6 29

5 10 5

7 15 1



72

Description of Workshops.

Plaster Casters and Tile Fixers,

Plumbers, ....
Rag and Metal Merchants, .

Riggers, ....
Ropemakers,

Sackmaker, ....
Saddlers, ....
Sailniakers, ....
Saw Trimmers, .

Scale Repairers, .

Shirt Maker,

Stonecutters,

Sewing Machine Repairer, .

Tailors, ....
Taxidermist,

Tinsmiths, ....
Umbrella Repairer,

Undertakers,

Venetian Blind Maker,

Watchmakers and Jewellers,

Wearing Apparel, Makers of

Wigmakers,

Wireworker.

Number.

No. of

Mde
Eniplo}’ees.

No. of

Female
Employees.

6 7 —
28 04 —
10 9 24

5 14 —
2 4 —
1 4 —
9 9 3

3 2

2 4 —
1 — 5

0 13 —
1 2 » ... —

101 154 193

1 - 1

9 28 —
1 1 —
5 16 0

1 2 —
17 29 —
70 — 223

3 2 1

1 4 —

802 1454 1574Totals,
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